Nature Calls
Going green? Consider eco-friendly composting toilets.
BY BOB VAVREK
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improved several times since then.
Modern versions of the Clivus Multrum
designed for outdoor, commercial use
can be found at a number of parks and
a few golf courses scattered around
the country.
The Clivus technology spawned
many other types of composting toilet
designs for home, recreation, and
commercial uses. However, all perform
the same basic action of converting a
great deal of human sewage into a
very small amount of compost within
an enclosed system. They also share
the same challenges of controlling
odor and providing the best possible
conditions for rapid composting.
In general, all units depend on some
type of negative ventilation to
constantly draw air down through the
toilet, into the compost chamber and
out through a vent to manage odor.
Dependable, low-maintenance fans
are available and use very little power,
and most structures can be modified
easily to use solar panels. In fact, a
solar-powered composting toilet just
may provide the ultimate eco-friendly
restroom.
Composting toilets are sized according to the anticipated usage. Toilets at
remote areas of golf courses are
generally used far less than restrooms
in the clubhouse, so most courses only
need a small unit, which produces less
compost. Less compost is a good
thing because, eventually, someone
will need to remove the compost from
the unit.
The removal and disposal of compost derived from human waste may
be subject to state, county, or municipal
regulations, and a good place to initiate
inquiries is your local county sanitation
department. On a positive note, these
systems generate minute amounts of
compost and may only need to be
serviced for disposal once every few
years or longer, depending on usage.
It’s a small price to pay for reducing the
load on your waste stream.
Some units may require a limited
amount of maintenance, including small
additions of bulking agents, such as
sawdust or wood chips, at infrequent
intervals. Other units designed to
evaporate liquid waste may require a
little water to be added to the compost

to maintain consistent levels of
microbial activity.
Sunnehanna Country Club, a
classic Tillinghast layout in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, has had no regrets
installing a composting toilet system in
a remote area of the course 12 years
ago. According to Gary Weaver,
CGCS, the unit requires only a few
hours of annual maintenance, has no
odor, requires no water, and produces
no raw sewage or liquid waste.
Explore the various options for
composting toilets; the long-term
benefits may far outweigh the initial
cost of installation. Any of the popular
manufacturers can provide ample
references from golf courses using
their systems.

Several useful links to composting
toilet information:
http://oikos.com/library/
compostingtoilet/
http://www.nsf.org/business/search_
site/search.asp
http://www.clivusmultrum.com/
products_trailhead_design.shtml
http://www.best-composting-toilet.
com/
http://www.sun-mar.com/
http://www.comparethebrands.com/
compare/134
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Interiors can be designed to rival the features found in your bathroom at home
(images courtesy of Clivus Multrum).
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