
The Congressional Country Club 
in Bethesda, Maryland, was 
established in 1924 to provide a 

recreational space where legislators 
and businessmen could meet infor
mally. The concept was innovative 
even by today’s standards and allowed 
the country club to host names such 

as Hoover, Coolidge, Harding, Taft, 
Firestone, Carnegie, and Chrysler. 

In the years since, the country club 
continues to make history in tourna
ment golf. In June 2011, 56 players will 
compete at Congressional, as it plays 
host to its third U.S. Open Champion
ship. For the past four years, staff from 

the United States Golf Association and 
Congressional have worked tirelessly 
to reinvent the Blue Course and make 
it even better than the 1997 Open. 

Since 1991, Congressional staff 
have also been working with the 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
Program for Golf Courses (ASCP). 
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Congressional Country Club’s vegetative buffers around water bodies serve to filter runoff and reduce erosion while 
increasing the visual appeal of the course. All shorelines that are not in the direct line of play have been naturalized. 

On Course With Nature

Congressional Country Club
Hosts the Wild and the Open
A notable course does great things for the environment.

BY JOSHUA CONWAY

http://www.lib.msu.edu/cgi-bin/flink.pl?recno=182132







