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In August 1996, research scientists from around the world gathered for a research
workshop at Michigan State University, highlighting Recent Cellular and Molecular
Genetic Approaches to Turfgrass Improvement. The workshop was co-sponsored by
Michigan State University, the USGA Green Section, the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America, and the Michigan Turfgrass Foundation. Over the last
decade, tremendous efforts have been made to improve turfgrass species by traditional
breeding and cellular and molecular techniques. Many scientists conducting these
studies have not had the opportunity to discuss their research results in a national or
international workshop format, and little collaboration exists among scientists
working on the different aspects of turfgrass improvement. The workshop was
successful in bringing together experts for idea sharing, problem solving, networking,
and the identification of research needs.

Many turf professionals have become familiar with the Turfgrass Information
File (TGIF) since its genesis as a cooperative project of the USGA Turfgrass
Research Program and the Michigan State University Libraries in 1984. TGIF was
developed as a bibliographic database that would ultimately provide access to all
published materials reporting on aspects of turfgrass and its maintenance. Since
that time, TGIF has grown steadily in size and accessibility, beginning with dial-
up modem access in 1988 and internet access in 1993. Now TGIF is even closer
to your fingertips, through the World Wide Web! The full scope of the turfgrass
research and management literature, from abscisic acid to zymograms, is now
available with a more user-friendly face than ever. It's even possible to use your
mouse to do an entire search without typing, or use several of the other available
search options. Check out: http://www.lib.msu.edu/tgif.

NEWS NOTES

Physical Soil Testing Laboratories *
The following laboratories are accredited by the American Association for Laboratory
Accreditation (A2LA), having demonstrated ongoing competency in testing materials
specified in the USGA's Recommendations for Putting Green Construction. The USGA
recommends that only A2LA-accredited laboratories be used for testing and analyzing
materials for building greens according to our guidelines.

BROOKSIDE LABORATORIES, INC.
308 S. Main Street, New Knoxville, OH 45871

Attn: Mark Flock • (419) 753-2448 • (419) 753-2949 FAX
THOMAS TURF SERVICES, INC.

1501 FM 2818, Suite 302, College Station, TX 77840-5247
Attn: Bob Yzaguirre / Jim Thomas • (409) 764-2050 • (409) 764-2152 FAX

TURF DIAGNOSTICS AND DESIGN
310-A North Winchester, Olathe, KS 66062

Attn: Chuck Dixon • (913) 780-6725 • (913) 780-6759 FAX
>:<RevisedOctober 21, 1996. Please contact the USGA Green Section (908-234-2300) for an

updated list of accredited laboratories.

TGIF on the Web!
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