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A Serviceable Inexpensive Fairway Sprinkler 
By R. S. Ludington, President, Wenatchee (Wash.) Golf and Country Club 

Through the courtesy of Mr. W. W. Baker, chairman of the green 
committee of the Walla Walla Country Club, our club was furnished 
with a sketch and dimensions of what we are pleased to call our "Walla 
Walla Sprinkler." Mr. Baker has consented to my presenting to the 
readers of T H E BULLETIN a description of this very satisfactory and in
expensive sprinkling device, which he worked out to meet his require
ments, and which, with his approval, we have abundantly copied, for we 
now have 18 of these sprinklers in night and day service on our course. 

Sketch of the Walla Walla Fairway Sprinkler. 

The sprinkler consists of 3 twirlers about (i feet above the ground 
fed by water through 1-inch galvanized iron pipe supported about 18 
inches above ground by 3 old-style automobile wheels (with old casings) 
and by a %-inch galvanized-iron-pipe leg on a 12-foot handle of :'>:|-inch 
pipe extending from the cross at the middle of the stretch of 1-inch pipe. 
The center twirler, on a line with the handle, is advanced in front and 
6 feet beyond the line of the end twirlers to permit Ihe attendants io 
reach the handle and move the sprinkler about without getting wet. The 
supply hose can be attached at either end or at the center twirler. We 
have found that a greater reach of sprinkling can be obtained with the 
hose attached at the end. This arrangement also permits of the us» of 
%-inch pipe in the handle and for the center twirler, whereas otherwise 
it would be necessary to use 1-inch pipe' for these parts. 

The underground supply pipes on eun' course are down the center of 
our fairways and are provided Avith risers every 100 feet. Probably 
risers every 150 feet would be ample, since, with SO-pounds pressure and 
50 feet of hose, we actually cover a circle 240 feet in diameter without 
disconnecting the hose, by occasionally moving the sprinkler. 

For the axles of Ihe wheels we use 1'/-.-inch galvanized iron pipe, on 
either end of which are reducers to 1 inch, which reducers hold the 
wheels in place. The inner wheel is oil* center, the cross being at the 
center and the wheel to the side of the cross. 

The material used in the construction e>f a single set of sprinklers 
is as follows: 
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3 old rimless automobile wheels with old casings and no inner tubes. 
li/^-inch galvanized iron pipe; 3 pieces each long enough to serve as 

axles for the wheels, extending on each side of hub far enough so tha t 
1 %-inch by 1-inch reducers may be firmly attached to the ends to hold 
the wheel in place. A total of about 17 inches of iy 2- inch pipe is 
required. 

1-inch galvanized iron pipe; 1 piece 19% feet long and 1 piece 20 
feet long, to serve as connections between the three wheels; 2 pieces each 
4 feet long, to serve as extensions beyond the two outside wheels, for the 
twi r le rs ; total, 47y2 feet. 

%-inch galvanized iron pipe; 1 piece 12 feet long, to serve as h a n d l e ; 
1 piece 6 fed long, to serve as extension to supply middle twir le r ; 3 
pieces each 4 feet long, to serve as risers tor the twir lers ; 1 piece 10 
inches long, to serve as support ing leg for the hand le ; total, 30 feet and 
10 inches. 

A battery of fairway sprinklers in operation at the Wenatcnee Golf and Country Club. 

All pipe fully threaded at both ends. 
Galvanized iron fittings as follows: 1 %-inch by 1-inch rulucers , (> 

(for holding wheels); 1-inch by %-inch tees. '2 (for end r i se r s ) ; 1-inch 
by %-inch cross, 1 (at center) ; 1-inch plug, 1 (at end opposite hose 
connect ion) : 1-inch to %-inch reducer. 1 (for hose connect ion) ; %-inch 
elbows (or tees with 2 plugs,), 2; %-inch union, 1 (for foot of leg); 
%-inch ping, 1 (for foot of leg) ; 1-inch short nipple, 1 (to connect cross 
anel r educe r ) ; %-inch nipple, 1 (for hose connection). 

A %-inch cap may be used for the foot of the leg, but we find a 
plugged union much more satisfactory when it is desired to open the 
piping in order to drain it. 

100 feet of heavy galvanized iron wire for stays. 
%-inch twirlers, 3. 
Tools for assembling; 2 pipe wrenches and 1 combination pliers and 

wire cutter. 
In assembling, plenty of axle grease should be put on the axles before 

the wheels are placed and the reducers screwed up, as the axles are not 
easily oiled and the sprinkler is much more easily moved with the axles 
well lubricated. 

With our higher western prices, our sprinklers cost us complete on 




