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Sand versus Peat for Ameliorating Clay Putting Greens

‘There is perhaps little difference in opinion as te what should be ihe
ideal texture of the soil of a putting green, albeit there is difficulty in
stating this condition in words. Clay is more or less like paste when wet,
and somewhat akin to brick when dry; sand has no springiness whether
wet or dry; peat is always spongy. Rolling either sand or peat as firmly
as pessible does not materially change them. There is pretty goneral
agreement that a loamy soil is best for putting gresn purposes; but ¢his
must necessarily be firm enough so that no heel prints will be made.
mixture of elay and sand, or of clay and peat, will give a texture approach-
ing that of a true loam. The true loam, however is most desirable, par-
hculmlv as it will produce better turf. Lven on a true loam soil much of
the eonsisteney or ‘“feel’”” of a putting green is due to the turf. 1t is per-
haps not an overstatement to say that a clay putting green eavpeted with
cood twrf is preferable to a loam putting green covored with ﬂnn turf. In
short, the springiness, consisteney, ‘‘feel,” or whatever one mayx choose 10
eall it, is due quite as much to the turf as to the soil. Good turt or good
leamy soil is probably as near to the ideal as we shall ever approach.

All of the above is preliminary to answering the question “‘Is peat
or sand preferable to modify the texture of clay soil on a putting green?”’
The answer at the present time would be emphatically in favor of sand.
Peat, thoroughly mixed with elay soil, eertainly modifies its texture; but
it also very often inereases the diffieulty of erowing good tuwrf. 1f a club
has a peat deposit on the course, but no &and it could perhaps aﬁm d to
experiment with the peat. No eluh, however, can afford to huy *‘com-
mercial humus,”” as the price is far above any pessible benefit: often, in-
deed, the results are distinetly harmful.

To sum up present conclusions, either peat or *‘commercial humus™
has exceedingly little value as a fertilizer. While both will modify the
texture of the soil, they also make the growing of good turf more difficult.
Sand is the hest substanee to ameliorate the texture of elay soils. (oke-
breeze is also excellent, but usually not as cheap.

Portable Pump for Watering Greens

The use of a portable pump for supplying water to greens where
the existing piping system is ina(l(quzlto was tried out suecvsstully dur-
ing the season of 192 3 at the Tuxedo Golf Club, Tuxedo Park, New York.
\[1‘. Griswold Lorillard, Chairman of the Greens Committee of the
club, writes that the pipes of their sprinkling system, installed as long
ago as 1897, are inadequate, having become somewhat clogged.  There
Is a stream nf eood size running tln(m"l\ the elub’s property, and Mr.
Lorillard conceived the idea of using a portable pump so as to ohtain
water from the stream at points \\hore needed.  With this in view the
club purchased a portable fire pump, such as is on the market for use
in fire-protection of forests, lumber camps, mills, country clubs, ete. The
experiment with the portable pump at the Tuxedo course has heen high-
Iy successful.  During the dry spell of the summer, while neighboring
courses were suffering from lack of water, at the Tuxedo course the
pump was carried dhnut on an ordinary motor truck to points on the
stream near the respeetive greens, and the turf on ereens and tees kept



