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The Size of the Putting Sward
By C. V. PIPER

Broadly speaking, there are only four types of I-shot holes. These
are: (1) holes of about 90 to 140 yards the length of which calls for a
relatively short high pitch shot; (2) holes of about 180 to 210 yards in
length so constructed as to call for a long high shot if one is to reach the
green from the tee; (3) holes of about 160 to 180 yards with an open
running-up approach; (4) holes usually 225 to 240 yards with an open
running-up approach. The essential difference between 1 and 2 as con-
trasted with 3 and 4, that is of the pitch-shot as compared with the run-
ning-up shot, is emphasized by a hazard of some sort in front of the green
in the former, while in the latter there is an ample" approach." In com-
mon parlance the four types are often referred to as "mashie holes,"
"spoon holes," "midiron holes," and "driver holes," because of the club
the average good player would probably use from the tee. This classifica-
tion ignores the low back-spin shot which a small percentage of expert
players can use successfully even on a "mashie hole."

The above ideas may be further extended to 2-shot holes. Most 2-shot
holes are theoretically I-shot holes plus a full drive from the tee. In 2-shot
holes, however, the second shot is not from a tee. Even if the play from
the tee has been perfect, it is proper that the second shot to the green
should be relatively less difficult than a I-shot hole of equal distance, be-
cause the player has not the advantage of placing the ball as he may
prefer. There is no valid reason why 2-shot holes which demand two
mashie shots, say 140 yards each, or two midiron shots, say 170 yards each,
should not be used more; but such holes are rarely seen. Even holes that are
more anomalous would add to the variety, as for example one demanding
a l40-yard shot from the tee and then a 200-yard shot to the green. How-
ever, no matter what the combination of shots used from the tee to the
green, the latter should be constructed in reference to the four types of
holes first outlined.

It will probably be acknowledged by all who have given the subject
reflection, that the putting sward of a 140-yard hole should be smaller than
that of a 240-yard hole. "Putting sward" is used purposely, as the
putting green is by definition the area enclosed by a radius of 20 yards.
from the hole, excluding bunkers. Many putting swards are smaller than
this, and a few much larger. There are, however, some differences of
opinion as to the most desirable size of the putting sward for each of the
four types of I-shot holes, which with some latitude should also apply to
all 2-shot holes. The most important consideration is that the size of the
sward should bear proper relation to the kind of shot required. An addi-
tional argument is used by those who favor large swards, namely, that the
approach putt is one of the most trying shots in golf and, therefore, should
be provided for; on the other hand it is argued that there are enough long
approach putts even on moderate-sized swards, and that the shot from the
fairway just outside the putting sward is even more trying. Another con-
sideration dwells on the cost of upkeep, which increases in almost exact
proportion to the size of the sward. A few students would have the put-
ting swards of the last nine holes smaller than those for corresponding
holes of the first nine.

There can be little question that the tendency in recent architecture
has been to reduce the size of the putting swards. Indeed many clubs have
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thus modified their courses by reducing the areas of putting sward, leaving
more or less of the periphery to grow grass of fairway height.

Putting swards of less than 4,000 square feet are often found, but the
turf becomes punished too badly to make such small greens advisable. On
the other extreme, swards of 16,000 square feet are occasionally used. The
area of a circle of 20 yards radius-that is, the official "putting green"
-measures 11,310 square feet, assuming that there are no bunkers in the
circle. Factors which to some extent determine the most desirable size for
a sward are the slope of the ground-that is, level, sloping toward the
approach, or sloping away from the approach. The hardness of the soil
sometimes enters into the problem. Another point that merits weight is
the degree of "mental hazard." Where this is great, the sward may prop-
erly be larger than usual. Sometimes a sort of double putting sward is
used and so constructed that the player who is on the wrong part of the
sward is no better off than one who is not on the sward at all.

All that which is written above refers to grass-covered putting swards.
Where the swards are sand or oiled, quite other dimensions prevail.

The actual sizes of the putting swards on twelve golf courses may be
of interest and are here tabulated. The same data were also requested from
a number of other well-known clubs, but have not been received. Analyses
of their sizes so far as type is correlated with area of putting sward, show
wide diversities. The total area devoted to putting swards also varies
greatly.

Some of these holes are not familiar to the writer; so there is doubt
as to the type of play the design calls for. Holes built for long high shots
are not very common; so in cases where the facts are not known it is
assumed there is an ample approach to the green.

It is worthy of note that only four of the twelve courses have swards
as large as 10,000 square feet.

TOTALAREAOFPUTTINGSWARDs.-The total areas of putting swards on
these 12 courses range respectively from about 87,000 square feet to nearly
152,000 square feet. The average for the twelve courses is 117,781 square
feet. If one may place dependence in averages, this total area of 18 swards
is approximately what should be desired.

AVERAGESIZEOFSINGLESWARDS.-Thisis least at the Apawamis Club,
where it is 4,852 square feet. It is nearly identical at Rhode Island and
Columbia. It is largest at Indian Hill, 8,428 square feet. The average
size of all the swards of all the courses is 6,544 square feet.

HOLES115 TO155 YARDSLONG.-Each of the 12 courses tabulated has
at least one hole in this class. Chevy Chase, Country Club, Inverness,
Cherry Hills, Indian Hill, and Rhode Island each have two. The smallest
putting sward in the class is No. 16 at Columbia, 4,000 square feet; the
largest is No.4 at Chevy Chase, 11,439 square feet. In the entire series
18 holes are found in this class. The average size of the swards of these
holes is 6,420 square feet.

HOLES160 TO195 YARDSLONG.-Nine of the 12 courses have holes in
this class. Of these 9, Columbia, Kittansett, Merion, Pine Valley, and
Indian Hill each have 2. Presumably most of these holes are designed to
be played with a midiron, or at least not with a spoon. The smallest sward
in the class is No. 13 at Columbia, 4,043 square feet; the largest is No.
]3 at Indian Hill, 9,250 square feet. The green at Columbia slopes quite
strongly to the approach. The average size of the swards of the 14 holes
in this class is 6,389 square feet.
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HOLES 200 TO 235 YABDS LONG.-—Ten of the 12 courses tabulated each 
have at least one hole in this class, while Apawamis and Cherry Hills each 
have 2. Columbia and Country Club (BrooHine) have none. The. smallest 
swards in the elass are No. 16 at Apawamis, 3,900 square feet; No. 10 at 
Ehode Island, 4,480 square feet; and No. 12 at Apawamis, 4,500 square feet. 
The largest is No. 9 at Chevy Chase, 10,695 square feet. The average size 
of the 12 swards in the class is 6,867 square feet. 

HOLES 290 TO 360 YABDS LONG.—All such holes, it is assumed, are of 
the drive-and-pitch type. All the 12 clubs have holes in this class. Colum
bia, Chevy Chase, Kittansett, and Indian Hill eaeh have 3 ; Cherry Hills, 
Hollywood, Pine Valley, and Country Club (BrooHine) each have 4 ; 
Rhode Island, Inverness, and Merion eaeh have 5; Apawamis has 7, without 
counting its 260-yard hole. The smallest sward in the elass is No. 8 at 
Pine Valley, 2,500 square feet; the largest is No. 4 at Country Club (Brook-
line), 10,800 square feet. The average size of the 50 swards in the class 
is 5,722 square feet. 

HOLES 361 TO 500 YARDS LONG.—Whether drive-and-pitch holes should 
be limited to 360 yards or should be allowed greater length, is open to 
question. However, most of the holes of 361 to 500 yards usually require 
more than a drive and a mashie shot. Among the 12 courses tabulated, 
there are 103 holes in this class, distributed as follows: Apawamis, 4 ; 
Merion and Indian Hill, each 7 ; Cherry Hills and Pine Valley, each 8; 
Ehode Island, Inverness and Hollywood, each 9; Country Club (Brook-
line) and Chevy Chase, each 10; Columbia and Kittansett, eaeh 11. The 
three smallest swards in the class are each 3,600 square feet, being No. 13 
at Rhode Island and Nos. 1 and 15 at Apawamis. The largest are No. 3 at 
Chevy Chase, 12,565 square feet; and No. 18 at Pine Valley, 13,000 square 
feet. The average of the swards in the class is 6,916 square feet in area. 

HOLES 500 YABDS IN LENGTH OB LONGEB.—All of the courses except 
Kittansett have a t least one hole in this class. Apawamis, Cherry Hills, 
Hollywood, Merion, and Pine Valley each have 2. Indian Hills has 3. The 
smallest in the elass is No. 14 at Apawamis, 3,200 square feet; the largest 
is No. 15 at Indian Hill, 10,185 square feet. The average size of the 18 
swards in the class is 6,486 square feet. 

I t is dangerous to deduce conclusions from statistics alone, but the 
above data are certainly significant. As before stated, the desirable size 
of any particular putting sward depends on a number of factors, and un
less one is familiar with all of them, any criticism is apt to be gratuitous. 

Based on quite other studies than statistics, the writer believes the 
sizes of putting swards generally desirable are about as follows: 

Mashie holes 4,000 to 6,000 square feet 
Midiron holes 6,000 to 7,500 square feet 
Spoon holes 7,000 to 8,000 square feet 
Drive holes 8,000 to 9,000 square feet 

On two-shot holes the swards may well be slightly larger or else not 
so closely guarded by bunkers, depending on the type of second shot called 
for after a good drive. 

Golf Clubs in Canada 
According to Praser 's Canadian Golf Directory and Year Book for 

1923, there are 358 golf clubs in Canada. Eighty-one clubs have 18-hole 


