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Prolonged droughts, rising water costs and the risk of water restrictions has many courses in warm or dry
areas thinking about converting fairways to bermudagrass. These projects require a significant
investment and some disruption to the golf schedule but the cost savings, improved playability and
resistance to drought damage are significant benefits. This article details the primary methods of
conversion and highlights the advantages and tradeoffs of each approach, with real-world examples to
illustrate the potential benefits and challenges.
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What To Expect When It's Hot and
Humid on the Golf Course

Summer is great for golf, but hot and humid
weather can be tough on grass. Superintendents
use defensive maintenance practices to keep
grass healthy until milder weather arrives.

Watch Video

Trees and Cart Paths – Like Oil and
Water

Trees and cart paths can be a bad combination. If
the wrong trees are in the wrong places, they can
damage paths and concentrate traffic in ways that
lead to dead grass and bad lies.

Read Fore the Golfer

Regional Updates

Southern California Golf and Water
Summit

Drought conditions in the West prompted the
USGA and Southern California Golf Association to
gather industry experts to discuss how courses
can navigate the road ahead with less water.

Read West Update

Give 'Em the Small Basket

Undersized practice tees may not have much
usable space left at this time of year, especially
those with cool-season grasses. Offering range
balls in smaller quantities can help limit wear.

Read Northeast Update

High Organic Matter Levels and the
Squeeze Test

Don’t let organic matter levels reach a point where
turf health and playing conditions are negatively
impacted. If your turf isn’t passing the squeeze
test, it’s time to take action.

Read Central Update

The Next Generation of
Turfgrasses

Turfgrass breeders are focused on developing
new turfgrass varieties that require less water,
pesticides and labor while delivering high-quality
playing conditions throughout the season.

Read Southeast Update
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