USGA

Green Section Record

Voume 60 | Issue 08
May 6, 2022

Course Care | Green Section Solution Center | Contact Your USGA Agronomist

FEATURED
The Ins and Outs of Managing Ultradwarf Putting Greens

While there is no one-size-fits-all program for managing ultradwarf bermudagrass, many lessons have
been learned since these grasses first found their way onto golf course putting greens. Management
programs have evolved considerably since the ultradwarfs were originally adopted, so this article
provides an up-to-date overview of the key practices required for success. Whether you're considering
converting to an ultradwarf or trying to stay up to date on the latest trends in ultradwarf management, this
article is for you.
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New Soil Tests to Guide Nitrogen Why is it Cart Path Only?
Fertilization

Researchers investigated how novel soil tests can ~ Golf carts can cause serious damage if they're

guide nitrogen fertilization of creeping bentgrass driven on a course at the wrong time. While path
fairways. The test results can be good predictors restrictions might be a source of frustration for
of growth response and turf quality. golfers, they are used for good reasons.
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How Staffing Challenges are Why Golf Courses Topdress
Changing Golf Course Greens
Maintenance

Course maintenance departments are struggling Regular topdressing is a key part of maintaining
to hire and retain staff. Superintendents are high-quality putting greens. While the sand may
adjusting by streamlining maintenance, investing temporarily impact playability, the benefits are well
in equipment and prioritizing what matters most. worth some short-term disruption.
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Regional Updates

NORTHEAST

Lose the Layers A Rise in Poa annua

Roots generally grow deeper in rootzones with Courses in southern portions of the region are
more consistent moisture- and nutrient-holding seeing an increase in Poa annua this spring.
capacity, so make sure that topdressing and Before overhauling your herbicide program,
aeration keep up with organic matter consider all the factors that may have played a
accumulation. role.

Read West Update Read Northeast Update

Cold Weather Hindering Aeration Golf and Nature Coexist
Recovery

Below-average temperatures have been Golf courses benefit golfers and nature alike by
frustrating this season, especially because of the providing a protected environment that is removed
prolonged recovery from spring aeration. from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.
Read Central Update Read Southeast Update
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