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Best Management Practices for Preventing Winter Injury
on Ultradwarf Bermudagrass Putting Greens 

By Mike Richardson, Ph.D. and Jordan Booth

Ultradwarf bermudagrass is the primary turfgrass
used on putting greens in the warmer regions of
the U.S. While these grasses thrive in the heat of
summer and can provide excellent playing
conditions throughout the year, they are also
vulnerable to damage or death from exposure to
cold temperatures. This article details how
cultivar selection and management techniques
can minimize the risk of winter injury and help
your course avoid expensive and disruptive
damage to your most important playing surfaces.
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Latest from Course Care

Is Fairway Topdressing Right For
Your Course?

Fairway topdressing can be a great way to
achieve better and more-consistent playing
conditions, but this practice isn’t necessarily for
every course. Here’s what you need to know.

Read More

Frost Delay - It's Worth the Wait

The return of cold mornings means frost delays
will be making a comeback. While frost delays can
be frustrating, the temporary inconvenience helps
protect long-term playing quality.
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Regional Updates

Selecting and Establishing Native
Grasses for Out-of-Play Areas

Replacing irrigated turf with native grasses will
reduce water inputs, but selecting and establishing
native grasses can be tricky. New research offers
helpful information on this topic.

Read More

Late Season Deep-Tine Aeration

Building a deep and healthy putting green
rootzone for 2022 begins now. Deep-tine aeration
during the fall can help protect against winter
injury and set your turf up for success next year.

Read More

Winter Prep

Last winter was tough on bermudagrass. While
there is no way to guarantee winterkill won’t occur,
these strategies can significantly reduce the risk of
injury.

Read More

Seashore Paspalum vs.
Bermudagrass Putting Greens

In areas of the country where freezing
temperatures are rare, seashore paspalum can be
a good alternative to bermudagrass greens in
certain situations. 
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