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apart. Precise organization and control
is required in starting play because the
overall course pattern can be upset by
one four-ball starting either too early or
too late.

This maneuver enables the entire field
to start within a space of twenty minutes
and also assures that the field will return
to the clubhouse at approximately the
same time. The thawing-out process can
then proceed under the most friendly of
circumstances in the grill room.

The tournament itself is a handicap
four-ball competition with full handicap
allowed to each player. No player is al-
lowed a handicap of more than 18 strokes.
Only bw net prizes are given.

Prizes Awarded Promptly
Because the entire field finishes at ap-

proximately the same time, it is possible
to compute the winning scores quickly.
Prizes are awarded during the post-play
defrost period within an hour after. play
is completed.

The mechanics of simultaneous starting
limit the number that can be accommo-
dated to 48 teams, or 96 players. The
founders of "Icebreakers" never imagined
that this limit might present a problem.
The demand for entries, however, has
been such that there is some talk now of
extending the tournament over two days
in the future.

For the past three years,. the golfers at
Columbia Country Club in Washing-

ton, D. C., have not only refused to rack
up their clubs for the winter but have
definitely staged a Midwinter Member-
Guest Tournament known appropriately
as "The Icebreakers."

This title for the event has a pleasant
double meaning. Not only must the
players face the likelihood of ice on the
course but their day begins with a con-
genial icebreaking ritual in the clubhouse.

Each table at a pre-tournament break-
fast boasts a unique centerpiece decora-
tion-a bowl of eight golf balls frozen
under ice with the table number on a
small flag imbedded in the ice. To ob-
tain their favors the players must crack
the ice.

Starting Tees Assigned
Members and their guests are urged to

register with the starter in the club grill
room before 8:30 a. m., dressed and ready
to play. Each team has already been as-
signed a starting time, seats at break-
fast tables, and most important, a start-
ing tee.

vVhen the players check in they are al-
so provided with identification tags,
copies of the pairings and starting times
and copies of the special rules of play
for the event.

At 9:00, a whistle sounds as the signal
for everyone to be seated at pre-assigned
breakfast tables. The tables proceed in
numerical order through a buffet line
that includes the staples of a large coun-
try-style breakfast-kidney stew, scram-
bled eggs, chicken livers, waffles, sau-
sages, etc. During the grapefruit course,
the players are instructed as to special
procedures and rules by the tournament
chairman.

Promptly at 10:00, the entire field sets
out in cars onto the course to their re-
spective starting tees. Eight pairs in four
four-balls are sent off simultaneously
from six different tees located three holes
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