
Example of Symbols: "USGA" indicates decIsion by the United States Golf Association. "R & AU indi-
cates decision by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews. Scotland. "60-1" means the first
decision issued in 1960. "n" means definition. "R. 37-7" refers to Section 7 of Rule 37 in the 1960
Rule." nf Golf.

PRACTICE: PROHIBITED ON GREEN
IF HOLE TO BE PLAYED AGAIN

DURING ROUND
USGA 60-26

R. 8-2
Q: In a 36-hole stroke play tournament,

a player played a practice stroke on the
second hole immediately after com-
pleting play on this hole. This hole is al-
so hole number 11 on the back nine.
Should a penalty be assessed under Rule
8?

Question by: W. V. BUSH
Las Cruces, N. M.

A: The player is subject to penalty un-
der Rule 8.2 if he played a practice stroke
from any hazard, or on or to the putting
green of hole number II.

OBSTRUCTIONS: CONSTRUCTION
WHICH IS P ART OF THE COURSE

USGA 60-28
D. 20c, R. 31-2

Ql: Under t he definition of obstruc-
tions as revised for 1960, "any construc-
tion which is an integral part of the
course" is not an obstruction (Definition
20c) and Rule 31 gives no relief from it.
Please point out the difference between
such construction and artificial objects
erected on the course which are still
classed as obstructions.

Al: Construction which is an integral
part of the course refers primarily to
such things -as retaining walls used to
shore up the bank of a water hazard or
the side of a teeing ground. The playing
problem presented by such a wall would
be substantially the same whether the
area were covered with turf or with
masonry; the fact that it is covered with
masonry does not justify relief from it
under the rule for obstructions (Rul~ 31-
2). The same is true of concrete beds of
water courses which serve to prevent
erosion.

Obstructions still include artificial ob-
jects such as water outlets; covers for
water outlets, whether they be made of
wood, concrete or metal; drain tiles;
pipes; drinking fountains; and shelters.
There has been no change in the classi-
fication of such items. The local com-
mittee should publish its determination
of the status of doubtful obstructions.

OBSTRUCTIONS:
BRIDGES, ABUTMENTS AND PIERS
Q2: Definition 20c provides that

"Bridges and bridge supports which are
not part of water hazards are obstruc-
tions." Consider a metal bridge that starts
at the edge of a fairway and crosses a
water hazard. Against each bank of the
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WRONG BALL
PLAYED FOR SEVERAL HOLES

IN PAR COMPETITION
NOT IF PLAYED FROM TEEING

GROUND INTO HOLE
USGA 60-30

21-3, 39-3b
cornm:~titio pre-

FLAGS1'ICK: PLACED ON GREEN
BEHIND HOLE

USGA 60-29
R. 31-1, 34-2a,

removes the
on the green

hole. See

water hazard the by
vertical concrete bu'tmlmt serves

addtional of being a retain-
wall to up the bank of the

hazard and prevent caving
in. Between the two the

several wOloden
Please

abutments

of Rules of Golf.
Committee should deter-

mine at which the exchange of balls
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MRS. POLLY ER][CK1;;0
Madison,

CONCESSION OF PUTT-FOUR.BALL
OPPONENT CANNOT REFUSE

TO ACCEPT
USGA

R. 35-2d,
Decision

1960
and B

ban~



was
the ori-

exactly the
the ban now lies

is the correct proce-

UNPLAYABLE:
TO DROP BACK

AFTER SWING AND MISS
USGA 60-34

R. 29-2b
ball in next

out He
misses it, and then

He cannot

from other dmmage,
cases there may be doubt as
of darnage.

Q.2:
of
on without

A.2: No. The
the

the area in
anywhere on the putting green.

JENNINGS B. GORDON
Association
Rome, Ga.

said was caused by ball sCllffJlng the
grass. His op'POJleIlt claimed was
caused by shoe As I see the Rule,
it is a qw~stllon of fact whether or not an
im:pn~ssj.on is caused a balL

Rule 35-1c does not reQlulI'e
to announce his intention

to the
of

TO PUTTING GREEN:
(1) NOT NECESSARY TO ANNOUNCE
INTENTION TO REPAIR (2) WHEN
BALL MARKS MAY BE REPAIRED

l\~ITH FOOT
USGA 60-33

R. 11-3, 35-1c
have to announce

-comp1etitor or opponent that
a ball mark? This

has been asked the result
an ar~~UIll1erltcaused fix-

an im:prE~ssj.on he
was made oP1POJlerlt

claimed the
someone
In another mstaIllce,
to smooth a place

where
ball could be

and no nearer the
surface.

ball on
confronted with a

for
other on

dis-
from
not a

be-
Definitioln 5, and

Q.

ROBERT
Phoenix,

A. Yes. As lies
(Definition 34),

in Rule 31-2.
on the

these circumstances.

DROPPING BALL: FROM
OBSTRUCTION IN APRON OF GREEN

60-31
31-2

24 USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT: NOVEMBER, 1960


