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COOSA COUNTRY CLUB, ROME, GA.

This $300,000unsprinklered, one-story, unprotected steel frame building with masonry
and glass walls and a pre-cast "Tectum" slab roof had been erected less than a. year.
The building was essentially non.combustible. Drapes had been flame-proofed but
due to the material used (linen,rayon and nylon) had not absorbed sufficient flame-
ploofing liquid. Several occupants noticed a dried-out Christmas tree in the ball-
room, afire, and called the fire department. Meanwhile, the fire had spread to the
drapes and when the fire department arrived, fire had spread to the lounge and

foyer involving foam rubber and plastic-upholstered furniture.

to the $325,000 clubhouse of only $750.
In this latter instance, an electric hot
plate came in contact with and ignited
a tablecloth. The fire was discovered by
an employee who promptly telephoned
the alarm to the fire department. How-
ever, the fire was also detected by the
automatic sprinkler system which op-
erated and extinguished the fire before
the arrival of the fire department.

In view of the sour record of fires as
listed, it is certainly in order to take an-
other look at your fire prevention and
fire protection. The deadly march of fire
with its destruction of life and property
receives only a glance in the passing
parade of events. In an ordinary day in
the United States, there will be 5,550 out-
breaks of fire. Of these, 2,600 will be in
buildings and 1,500 in one and two-story

homes. Thirty-two lives will be lost to
fire each day and the monetary loss,
daily, will be three-and-one-half-million
dollars. The intangible losses are generally
many times the actual physical fire dam-
age to any property.

Golf club properties are particularly
vulnerable due in many cases to their
isolation, lack of water and lack of pro-
tection. However, no golf club needs to be
destroyed by fire-automatic sprinkler
systems are available. Even where the
clubhouse is out in the country, beyond
city water, it can be protected by a reli-
able and effective type of system sup-
plied by a pressure tank. There may be
those among the membership who would
object to automatic sprinklers on the
ceiling. Although pipes on the ceiling are
used in industrial plants and warehouses
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where appearance is not of major im-
portance, in a country club, pipes are al-
ways located to be inconspicuous and
sprinklers are put at the sides of rooms.
If some members object to the artistic
effect of automatic sprinklers on the ceil-
ing of the country club, just remind them
that there isn't anything very sightly
about a pile of ashes that was formerly
the clubhouse.

A survey of over two-hundred fires in
Country Club properties, by the National
Fire Protection Association, brought
forth the following known causes of fire:
KNOWN CAUSES PER CENT
Electrical Fires 28.3

Wiring 21.7
Motors 3.3
Appliances 3.3

Smoking and matches 26.7
Heating equipment fires 19.2

Overheated or defective
equipment 11.8

Sparks from fireplace 4.1
Defective chimneys 3.3

Grease on stove 7.5
Incendiary, .suspicious 5.9
Sparks on wood shingle roof 4.1
Lightning 3.3
Misuse of flammable liquids 2.5
Miscellaneous known causes 2.5

100.0
Proper fire protection through all the

means at our disposal is a MUST but cer-
tainly of equal importance is the necessity
for fire prevention. In the line of fire
prevention, the first thing that should
be done is to have the Board of Directors
appoint one of its members with the re-
sponsibility for fire matters. The indi-
vidual selected should not be one con-
nected with fire insurance, the sale of
fire extinguishing equipment or even a
fire fan. Let fire matters be settled by
a hard-headed member with no axe to
grind. This individual can impress the
club manager with the fact that the Di-
rectors want the club property safe-
guarded on a day to day basis.

The saying "Cleanliness is next to
Godliness" applies to golf club properties.
There should be plenty of ashtrays and
good, substantial wastebaskets around
the clubhouse. No cigarette ever started
a fire by itself-someone was careless.
Rubbish and trash serve no useful pur-
pose-they are merely fuel for a fire.
Regular arrangements should be made
for the collection and disposal of rub-
bish. Covered metal cans should be pro-
vided for rubbish which must be tem-

COUNTRY CLUB OF FAIRFIELD, CONN.

The fire that practically destroyed this three-story wooden building had been burn-
ing more than an hour before discovery by a passing motorist. Originating in the
basement, it had spread throughout the first story by the time firemen arrived. The
building was protected by a rate-of-rise type automatic fire alarm system but due to
the fact that it was not connected to the Fire Department and had no outside alarm,

its performance at this crucial time was of no value.
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