
CESTONE, MOTHER NATURE
SHARE SENIOR LAURELS
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Mother Nature can at times have an im-
portant bearing on the outcome of

a golf, championship, especially if it is at
stroke play. For example, two players are
tied for the lead. One plays in the morn-
ing in bright sum hine with no wind; the
other plays in the afternoon and en-
counters a violent rainstorm and high
winds. In such cases, Mother Nature may
settle the issue al most by herself.

She played quite a part in the 6th
USGA Senior Amateur Championship at
the Oyster Harbors Club, Osterville,
Mass., in September, won by Michael
Cestone, of Montclair, N. J. But she did
it in a little different way..

First, Hurricane Donna, which preceded
the event by about a week, ripped across
this small island on Cape Cod carrying
salt spray which darkened the leaves of
the trees and eliminated the lovely fall
colors which normally would have been
at their peak. This, of course, had nothing
to do with the play of the Championship.

But Mother Nature did not quit when
the hurricane blew over. She came back
with a steady rain on the day scheduled
for qualifying and continued it into the
following day, causing cancellation of
play both days. The USGA Senior Cham-
pionship Committee extended the Cham-
pionship one day - to Sunday - and
scheduled a double round on Saturday
for quarter-finals and. semi-finals. This
double round brought about two "firsts"
in USGA histof).

Senior golfers had never before been
required to play 36 holes in one day in
the USGA Senior event; many of them
will not attempt it, some on doctors' or-
ders. The Committee decided to permit
the use of automotive transportation on
the double-round day only. This was the
first "first," as automotive transportation
had never before been allowed in a
USGA Championship.

The second "first" came as a result. It
was the withdrawal of the defending
Champion, J. Clark Espie, Jr., of Indiana-

polis, after he had qualified for the
Championship flight with a 79. Mr. Espie
withdrew because carts were to be per-
mitted on the double-round day, contrary
to the published conditions of the tour-
nament. He has always been firm in his
belief that carts are improper for compe-
titive golf. The Committee urged him to
see its viewpoint and remain in the
Championship, but Mr. Espie stood by his
convictions and left the scene.

This second "first" created by Mother
Nature had a direct effect on the Cham-
pionship, as Mr. Espie had a record
second to none in the USGA Senior event,
having been winner twice and runner-up
once.

Champion Mike Cestone and Runner-up
David Rose.

Michael Cestone is an entirely deserv-
ing Champion. In the rain on the origi-
nally scheduled qualifying day, Mr. Ces-
tone was four under par for 15 holes be-
fore the deluge forced cancellation. In
his first two matches he played the first
nine in 33 and 34, respectively, against
par of 36. This definitely established him
as the man to beat.
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