IS GOLF GETTING SOFT?

Is golf getting soft?

The most direct method of finding
an answer to this question may be to ask
another, What particular feature of ama-
teur sport may be said to offer the great-
est attraction to its devotees? The second
question is not difficult to answer. Un-
questionably there is one common factor
present in all those participant amateur
activities which have firmly established
their popularity over a period of time.
It makes no difference whether it be
golf, yachting, tennis or lawn bowling,
in order to endure, any sport must offer
a challenge; there must be a test of the
skill and the fortitude of those who par-
ticipate in it,

It is, of course, true that the tests
which any sport offers are artificial. They
are created by the rules which establish
the conditions under which the sport is
played. There must be a sense of equity
in these governing rules and there must
be the opportunity for reward through
superior performance. But, since amateur
sport activities are indulged in for plea-
sure and not for profit, there is no need
to provide reward for the less fortunate
and less skilled. In sport, learning how to
lose is as important as knowing how to
win. In the game of civilized living, all
the competitors are entitled to some
share in the winnings whereas in ama-
teur sport, win or lose, the important
return comes from the playing of the
game,

Since, in amateur sport, the return to
the individual lies in the pleasure of
participation, it should follow that the
keener the test of skill and fortitude the
greater should be the popularity of that
particular sport. The record of our lead-
ing sports serves to indicate that this is
true. The continued performance of those
things which are easy to do becomes a
bore,

Since the turn of the century there
has been a great upsurge of interest in
sports. With this growth of interest have
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come two great changes. First, more
money is being made from participation
in sport than ever before and second,
the general spread of the welfare atti-
tude of caring for the less skilled and
less fortunate has created the false con-
ception that a sport is improved by
making it easier.

These twin influences tend to destroy
the two basic features which give strength
and popularity to participant sports. A
new and a foreign element is introduced
when an amateur sport is indulged in for
the prime purpose of making money. It
can no longer be played, win or lose,
for pleasure alone. Again, a new and a
different factor is introduced when the
attempt is made to favor the less skilled
by making a sport easier. Any game loses
its challenge when it is softened to accom-
modate the tastes of the majority of its
participants.

These influences, commercialization and
the softening process, have affected both
the spirit and the rules governing sport-
ing activities. Both have worked in the
same direction; toward the lowering of
the standards of amateur sport.

Unfortunately along with all other
amateur sports, the game of golf has also
suffered from these influences. There
are many manifestations. The use of carts
by so many of those quite able to walk
two rounds a day. The insistence on play-
ing winter rules when course conditions
are only slightly short of perfection. The
interest to make money from golf through
Calcuttas and other organized forms of
gambling. The attitude of condoning and
even encouraging violation of the Ama-
teur Status regulations by subterfuge.
These indications and many others, show
that all is not healthy in the game of golf.

But ungquestionably the most serious
situation concerns the constant pressure
to deprive golf of its character by changes
in the Rules. There is, of course, no con-
scious effort to destroy the game of golf
by these means, even though this may
be the ultimate result. The difficulty is
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that those who advocate easier Rules, do
not have either the skill or the fortitude
to face the conditions which may occur
under the present code of Rules. Their
solution is to make the game easier.

By way of example, in 1960 the repair
of ball marks on the green became legal.
This was a change strongly advocated by
the “friends of golf” and time may prove
it to be an improvement. However, this
new Rule makes a greenkeeper of each
golfer and for the first time there has
been a breach in the principle that the
golfer must play the course as he finds
it. At least to a limited extent, the course
may now be adjusted to suit the conven-
ience of the golfer.

A further danger lies in the fact that
it is only a little step from the repair of
the green to the repair of such conditions
as divot holes on the fairway. One by one
the challenges which have made the game
great can be removed. If there is to be a
reward in golf it belongs to the player

with the skill necessary to play from dif-
ficult situations.
We must not make golf too easy.

The stymie is another example of a
Rule change dictated by popular demand.
Perhaps its demise was justified by the
occasional time it produced a truly un-
fair situation, but with it the game lost
the requirement for a skillful and drama-
tic shot and the need for wise and alert
play around the hole.

And finally, the experimental changes
for 1960 in Rules 29 and 30, have brought
us to the threshold of another change
dictated by the demand for softer Rules.
In this case the final decision has not yet
been made. There is, therefore, no more
appropriate time for all golfers to ask
themselves the question, is golf getting
soft? Have the 1960 experimental Rules
made golf a greater game or will they
weaken the principles which have made
it the most popular of all amateur par-
ticipant sports?

USGA PUBLICATIONS

THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the
United States Golf Association and the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, Scot-
land. Booklet 25 cents (special rates for guan-
tity orders, more than 500)

USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR MEN,
containing recommendations for computing
USGA Handicap and for rating courses. Book-
let 25 cents. USGA Slide Rule Handicapper,
25 cents. Poster 15 cents.

THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN’S GOLF, contain-
ing suggestions for guidance in the conduct of
women’s golf in clubs and associations, in-
cluding tournament procedure, handicapping
and course rating. 35 cents. USGA Slide Rule
Handicapper, 25 cents. Poster 15 cents.
COURSE RATING REPORT, a form for rating
a course hole by hole: for association use, size
41 x 7 inches. 10 cents, $7.50 per 100.
COURSE RATING POSTER for certifying hole
by hole ratings to a club; for association use,
size 8% x 11 inches. 5 cents. $3.50 per 100.
HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explaining
the Callaway System of automatic handicap-
ping for occasional players in a single tour-
nament. No charge.

TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article detailing various
types of competitions. No charge.
PREPARING THE COURSE FOR A COMPETI-
TION, a reprint of a USGA Journal article. No
charge.

FIRE PROTECTION—GOLF CLUB PROPER-
TIES, reprint of a USGA Journal article by
T. Seddon Duke. No charge.

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST LIGHT-
NING ON GOLF COURSES, a poster. No charge.

HOLE-IN-ONE Awards. No charge.
LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE AMATEUR

OF GENERAL INTEREST

CODE. a reprint of a USGA Journal article by
Joseph C. Dey. Jr. No charge.

GAMBLING IN GOLF TOURNAMENTS, a re-
print of a USGA Journal article by Richard S.
Tufts. No charge.

WORK OF A CLUB GREEN COMMITTEE, a re-
print of panel discussions conducted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
HOW TO MEET RISING COSTS OF GOLF
COURSE MAINTENANCE, PARTS I & II, re-
prints of panel discussions conducted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
GOLF COURSE REBUILDING AND REMODEL-
ING—FACTORS TO CONSIDER., a reprint of
talks delivered at the 1953 Educational Pro-
gram conducted by the USGA Green Section
Committee. No charge.

MISTER CHAIRMAN, a reprint of a USGA
Journal article outlining the duties of the
Chairman of the Green Committee. No charge.
ARE YOU A SLOW PLAYER? ARE YOU
SURE? A reprint of a USGA Journal article
by John D. Ames. No charge.

A JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM FOR YOUR
CLUB AND DISTRICT. a 16-page booklet on
organizing and developing junior golf programs
at different levels by the USGA Jumnior Cham-
pionship Committee. No charge.

TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser (Me-
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc). the authoritative
book on turf maintenance. $7.

USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK. De-
tailed results of all USGA competitions since
their start in 1895. $2.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT,
a 33-page magazine published seven times a
year. $2 a year.

These publications are available on request
to the United States Golf Association, 40 East
38th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Please send
payment with your order.
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