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S. Davidson Herron

once more he drove it into the woods.
That was enough for Mr. Harmon. He

extended his hand in congratulation and
conceded the match to Dave Herron.

Herron had not played a stroke on the
39th hole.

The next morning Harmon went search-
ing for the three balls he struck off the
39th tee. He found all three-and \ they
all were in bounds.

The Rule today (12-2), and the cus-
tom then, provides that if a player has
to play a second ball from the tee, he
shall do so after the opponent or the fel-
low-competitor has played his first stroke.
Harmon didn't do this, and Herron
politely didn't interrupt him.

Ground Under Repair
Now suppose you get one safely off the

tee right down the middle of the fairway.
But the night before some young hot-
rodders had taken their souped-up auto
on that fairway and tested its brakes.
Your drive comes to rest in. a deeply rut-
ted bare patch made overnight right in
the fairway, and the ball is practically
unplayable. Do you get any free relief?

In a tournament you could appeal to
the committee to declare the rutted area
to be ground under repair. Ideally,
ground under repair should be marked in
advance; but here is an emergency case.
The definition of ground under repair
covers it-it is any portion of the course
so marked by the committee or "so de-
clared by its authorized representative."
A referee in a match or a committee may
classify serious fresh damage to the
course as ground under repair-such as
a chopped-up .muddy area developing

from an overnight leak in a water sys-
tem. But note that an official must make
the decision-if every player decided it
for himself, things could be chaotic.

Five Minutes, or 255 Seconds?
A commonplace but important point

about rights in the Rules arose in the
1956 National Amateur Championship at
Knollwood, near Chicago. It involved the
five-minute time limit for looking for a
lost ball. It arose in a fourth-round match
between two former Southern Amateur
Champions from Georgia-Arnold Blum,
a Walker Cup player, three years ago,
and Charlie Harrison. They were all even
after 17 holes when darkness stopped the
match.

Next morning when they resumed, .on
the 18th, Arnold Blum cut his tee shot
toward a boundary, and played a pro-
visional ball. He looked and looked in the
rough on both sides of the boundary. At
last, after what he thought was a reason-
able length of time, he was ready to give
up the first ball as either out of bounds
or lost, because of the five-minute limit
on searching. "I guess my time is about
up," he said to a USGA official, Clarence
W. Benedict. But Arnold did not know
that Benedict had been timing the search
with a watch, and he was told he had 45
more seconds to look. Believe it or not,
but Arnold's ball was found in bounds by
a spectator a few seconds later. Arnold
won the hole and the match. He went on
to the quarter-finals, and the next year
was a member of the Walker Cup Team.

So five minutes means 300 seconds, not
255, and you're entitled to use all 300 in
looking for a lost ball; as a matter of
fact, it's obligatory under the 1960 trial
rule.

Protection from Officials
You can't always rely on officials to be

as efficient as Mr. Benedict was. In point
of fact, sometimes you have to know the
Rules just to protect yourself from offi-
cials.

Take the case of Bill Wright in the
1959 USGA Amateur Public Links Cham-
pionship in Denver. In one of his
matches Bill putted to the lip of the hole
and then knocked the ball into the hole.
Technically, he played out of turn. But
the referee called the hole against him.
probably in the belief that Bill should
have been penalized for purposely touch-
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spelled out in the Rules as a result of
this case.

Boros played the ball successfully out
of the hazard in 3. It pays to find out
your rights.

When Is An Obstruction?
Note from the Boros case that relief

may be had from an obstruction even in
a hazard.

The Rule about obstructions is not
fully appreciated by many golfers. The
first thing to know is what an obstruc-

Julius Boros
Hon is. It is anything artificial, whether
erected, placed or left on the course (but
not stakes and j ences defining out of
bounds, artificial roads and paths, and
construction which is an integral part of

the course, such as retaining walls of
hazards) . Note the distinction between
obstructions and loose impediments:
loose impediments are natural objects not
fixed or growing, such as pebbles, loose
twigs and leaves; whereas obstructions
are artificial, man-made objects, such as
paper, cans, water hydrants, ball-washers.

The conditions for obtaining relief
from both movable and immovable ob-
structions are worth studying (see Rule
31). Free relief from obstructions is
available everywhere on the course, in-
cluding hazards.

Harry Bradshaw, of Dublin, lost a play-
off for the 1949 British Open Champion-
ship to Bobby Locke at Sandwich, Eng-
land, after they had tied at 283. There

might have been a different outcome but
for an incident involving Bradshaw and
a beer bottle in the second Championship
round. The incident is recounted as fol-
lows by Brig. Eric Brickman, Secretary
of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of
St. Andrews:

"Bradshaw led the qualifiers with 67-72
-139. In the first round of the Cham-
pionship he did 68 and led the field.

"In his second round he started with
four 4s. At the fifth hole he drove into
the rough and found his ball inside a
beer bottle with the neck and shoulder
broken off and four sharp points sticking
up. The bottle was standing and the ball
had bounced into it.

"Bradshaw thought that if he had
treated the ball as in an unplayable lie,
he might be involved in disqualification,
and he therefore decided to play it where
it lay.

"With his blaster he smashed the bot-
tle and sent the ball about 30 yards. The I

hole, a par 4, cost him 6. Bradshaw had
taken about 15 minutes to decide what
he was to do. The flying splintered glass
added to his discomfiture and he said it
was six more holes before' he recovered
his composure.

"Under the 1949 Code, which was then
operative, the bottle was an obstruction,
and under Rule 23 dealing with obstruc-
tions at that time, the player was en-
titled to move the obstruction. If the ball
was moved in so doing, he was allowed
to replace it without penalty."

A case in England brought out the true
sporting instincts of golfers-and golf
officials, too. It went to the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews for
a decision. The question was this:

"In a county championship, 36 holes
stroke play, my ball came to rest in
the heather touching a skylark's nest
containing four young birds. To have
played my' stroke would have meant
smashing the nest and destroying the
young birds, as the nest was in front
of my ball in the line of play. Hu-
man nature does not permit of such
a thing, and fortunately my golf that
day had bearing on ultimate results.
I picked up and dropped two club-
lengths behind in the heather but
did not count any penalty strokes. I
pointed out the circumstances to my
fellow-competitor, who saw the lie.
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