" GOLFERS FROM 26 NATIONS PLAY
IN CENTENARY BRITISH OPEN
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Kel Nagle, a brawny 39-year-old Aus-
tralian, won the British Open Golf

Championship in a driving finish against

the United States’ Arnold Palmer and

then swapped a thousand handshakes

with his left hand.

The British thought "the left-handed
shake might be a peculiar Australian cus-
tom. Nagle knew befter. The husky Aus-
tralian collected the Centenary playing
of the British Open virtually one-handed.
Throughout a week’s play at St. Andrews,
Scotland, the cradle of golf, Nagle was
troubled by a tendon injury to the little
finger of his right hand.

Doctors told him to rest and forget
golf. Nagle laughed it all off, received
constant treatment for the painful and
nagging irritation and played on to win.
But, at the end, he still had to exchange
handshakes the left-handed way. His right
hand was too painful.

Nagle won with a four-round total of
69-67-71-71—278. Arnold Palmer, the 30-
year-old reigning United States Open and
Masters Champion, finished one stroke
behind with 70-71-70-68—279.

It was a finish worthy of the 100th Bri-
tish Open in every way with Palmer main-
taining his reputation as a last-round
fighter.

Palmer, his white cap pulled low over
his eyes and chain-smoking his way
around the 6,996-yard Old Course on the
edge of the North Sea, started the last
two rounds seven strokes behind pace-
setter Roberto de Vicenzo of Argentina.
That was a familiar spot. He had started
the last round in the United States Open
exactly seven strokes behind, but went
on to win.

Palmer started his desperate drive in
the third round. He cut the lead to four
strokes. Now, Kel Nagle had moved
ahead of de Vicenzo. Nagle had a three-
round fotal of 207, de Vieenzo had 209
and Palmer 211.

Then an awesome thunderstorm broke
over St. Andrews. Water even filled the
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Valley of Sin—a five foot depression in
front of the 18th green. British officials
decided that the links of St. Andrews
could not soak up all that water in a few
hours, so play was called off for the day.
The last round, due to be played on Friday
afternoon, was postponed until Saturday.

Lots of people argued this was the move
that robbed the tough, athletic Palmer of
victory. He was all charged up and ready
to go in the afternoon. A night’s rest was
to the advantage of Nagle, argued the ex-
perts.

So it turned out—but only after a
nerve-tingling finish that had a crowd
of about 20,000 describing the end as the

finest in history.

Nine holes from the end, the fight was
between Nagle, Palmer and de Vicenzo.
All other challengers had faded. All three
covered the first nine holes in 34--two
under par. The fight was still on.

De Vicenzo failed to get his par at the
short 11th. Now it was between Palmer
and Nagle.

Palmer went to the famous Road Hole—-
the 17th—only two strokes down on
Nagle. He had three putted it in each of
the three previous rounds. This time
Palmer tamed the Road Hole. He sent his
second shot over the green and into deep
grass on the edge of the road. He pulled
out his putter, bravely stroked the ball
through the grass and up a three-foot rise
to the green. The ball finished four feet
from the hole. Palmer sank the putt for a
birdie four,

Then came the 18th. Palmer hit a
booming 300-yard drive. He pitched to
about six feet and got his birdie three.
Cheers echoed over the course. And
Nagle, now under pressure of the type
he had never known before, was prepar-
ing to tackle a difficult eight-footer on
the 17th,

He sank it and came to the last hole
needing a four to win. He had a fine
drive and then sent his second sailing
over the Valley of Sin to within three
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feet of the pin. That almost perfect nine-
iron practically won him the Champion-
ship. He missed the first putt with a
nervous nudge, then calmly poited the
nine-incher for the title.

So the title went to the husky Aus-
tralian who first learned fo play his golf
shots in the bush of his native land. Golf
balls lay around his farmhouse home in
New South Wales—but there were no
clubs. Nagle, only seven years old,
fashioned his own clubs from tree roofs.

Willie Park, winner of the first Bri-
tish Open a century ago at Prestwick,
would have been proud of Nagle. Park
and the other pioneers came up the hard
way, so did Nagle.

The Championship was a fitting cente-
nary anniversary. Nearly 400 golfers
from 26 nations came to St. Andrews to
do homage. Twenty-two Americans were
among them.

Gene Sarazen, the dark-haired 58-year-
old from Germantown, N. Y., was one of

the gallery favorites. Gene led the Ameri-
can gualifiers with a two-round score of
141—one stroke better than Palmer. Gary
Player of South Africa led the 74 quali-
fiers with a total of 135.

Gene took an 83 in the first round of

the Championship and then anncunced:
“My feet are too heavy. I must with-
draw.” Everybody sympathized with him,
and loved him for his last fling.
- Sarazen, winner of the title in 1932,
was one of several older champions who
played at St. Andrews. Jock Hutchison,
now 76 years old and the first American
to win the title, was there. So was Henry
Cotton, 52-year-old maestro of British
golf and three-time winner of the title;
Peter Thomson, the Australian who has
won the erown four times; and Player,
winner in 1959,

Bill Johnston, the only American be-
sides Palmer to reach the last two rounds,
finished with a score of 75-74-71-73—291
—well down the field. V

USGA PUBLICATIONS

THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the
United States Golf Association and the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, Scot-
land. Booklet 25 cents (special rates for quan-
tity orders, more than 500).

USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR MEN,
containing recommendations for computing
USGA Handicap and for rating courses. Book-
let 25 cents. USGA Slide Rule Handicapper,
25 cents. Poster 15 cents.

THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, contain-
ing suggestions for guidance in the conduct of
women’s golf in clubs and associations, in-
cluding tournament procedure, handicapping
and course rating. 35 cents. USGA Slide Rule
Handicapper, 25 rents. Poster 15 cents.
COURSE RATING REPORT, a form for rating
a course hole by hole; for association use, size
41 x 7 inches. 10 cents, $7.50 per 100.
COURSE RATING POSTER for certifying hole
by hole ratings io a club; for association use,
size 8% x 11 inches. 5 cents. $3.50 per 100.
HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explaining
the Callaway System of automatic handicap-
ping for occasional players in a single tour-
nament. No charge.

TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article detailing various
types of competitions. No charge.
PREPARING THE COURSE FOR A COMPETI-
TION, a reprint of a USGA Journal article. No
charge.

FIRE PROTECTION—GOLF CLUB PROPER-
TIES, reprint of a USGA Journal article by
T. Seddon Duke. No charge.

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST LIGHT-
NING ON GOLF COURSES, a poster. No charge.

HOLE-IN-ONE Awards. No charge.
LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE AMATEUR

OF GENERAL INTEREST

CODE, a reprint of a USGA Journal article by
Joseph C. Dey. Jr. No charge.

GAMBLING IN GOLF TOURNAMENTS, a re-
print of a USGA Journal article by Richard 8.
Tufts. No charge.

WORK OF A CLUB GREEN COMMITTEE, a re-
print of panel discussions conducted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
HOW TO MEET RISING COSTS OF GOLF
COURSE MAINTENANCE, PARTS I & II, re-
prints of panel discussions conducted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
GOLF COURSE REBUILDING AND REMODEL-
ING—FACTORS TO CONSIDER. a reprint of
talks delivered at the 1959 Educational Pro-
gram conducted by the USGA Green Section
Committee. No charge.

MISTER CHAIRMAN, a reprint of a USGA
Journal article outlining the duties of the
Chairman of the Green Committee. No charge.
ARE YOU A SLOW PLAYER? ARE YOQU
SURE? A reprint of a USGA Journal article
by John D. Ames. No charge.

A JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM FOR YOUR
CLUB AND DISTRICT, a 16-page booklet on
organizing and developing junior golf programs
at different levels by the USGA Junior Cham-
pionship Committee. No charge.

TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser (Mec-
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc.), the authoritative
book on turf maintenance. $7.

USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK. De-
tailed results of all USGA competitions since
their start in 1895. $2.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT.
a 33-page magazine published seven times a
year. $2 a year.

These publications are available on request
to the United States Golf Association, 40 East
38th Street, New York 16, N, Y. Please send
payment with your order.
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