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It is a rare golfer who realizes how 
greatly he punishes the golf course as 

he plays. He thinks more often of how 
much the course punishes him. 

An Arizona superintendent made the 
following observation recently. "If I be­
gan punching holes with a crowbar in 
one of the palm trees on the clubhouse 
lawn, my members would want to lynch 
me. However, those members don't realize 
that as they walk over the grass plants 
each day, they break them and tear them 
injuring the plants much more seriously 
than it is possible for me to injure a palm 
tree with a crowbar. 

Wear and tear from the play of the 
game is expected on a golf course. No 
superintendent expects to find a green 
without ball marks after a heavy day of 
play. 

There are, however, "great sins of 
golfers" which make the superintendent 
and the green committee chairman un­
happy, damages the course, causes extra 
expense and adds to the work load. Most 
of these "sins" are the result of thought­
lessness. Few are deliberate injuries. 

Some of them and their consequences 
are mentioned here: 

1. Soft drink bottles, glasses or paper 
cups are left lying about. 
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The least consequence of this action is 
that the superintendent must use costly 
labor to police the area. If some bottles 
or glasses are missed, the result is broken 
glass on the golf course and perhaps a 
damaged mowing unit. 

2. Climbing out of bunkers on the high 
side. 

This offense does not occur often be­
cause it is simply easier to walk out on 
the low side but there are persons who 
believe the axiom that "a straight line is 
the shortest distance . . ." and the con­
sequence is the breaking off of the lip 
of a sandtrap. 

3. Failure to replace divots. 
In many parts of the country the re­

placing of divots is overrated. Replaced 
divots seldom grow. However the replac­
ing of the turf which is cut away by the 
club prevents the drying out of the por­
tions of the plant beneath the divot and 
healing is not retarded by desiccation. 
More important, the replaced turf keeps 
the next player's ball from rolling into 
the divot. 

4. Failure to repair ball marks. 
This sin does more damage to the fol­

lowing golfer than to the course. How­
ever, their repair is time consuming. It is 
a job that must be done before the putt-
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ing green can be mowed. If not, the turf
that is pushed up by the force of the ball
is removed by the mower.

5. Scuffing of turf by dragging feet or
twisting on the greens.

To a superintendent who is proud of
the appearance of his greens there is
nothing more irritating than to find
marks on the putting surface left by a
golfer who failed to pick up his feet or
who used "body English."

6. Leaning on a putter.
Obviously, such a practice depresses a

spot in the putting surface, and if there
are enough such spots, the superinten-
dent will soon be asked why he let the
greens get in such deplorable condition.

7. Using a putter to "hook" or "scoop"
the ball out of the cup.

This trick saves stooping to retrieve
the ball. It isn't easy to do and it takes
a considerable amount of practice to be-
come proficient at flipping the ball.

Unfortunately in the course of develop-

ing one's skill, many a lip of a hole is
broken or damaged.

8. Jabbing the putting surface with the
flagstick or replacing it carelessly.

Usually this damage is not deliberate.
It simply results from indifference on the
part of the handler.

9. Losing temper and cutting a divot
from the putting surface with a putter.

Fortunately, this is a rare act. If there
is one unforgivable sin on the golf course,
this is it. Every golfer ought to be above
this kind of action. Certainly he must
damage himself more than the golf course
when he allows himself to get so far out
of hand.

10. The careless use of carts.
Carts should always be kept off putt-

ing greens, out of hazards, out of wet
spots, and off steep side hills. Carts are
capable of damaging the golf course seri-
ously when used improperly but they may
be no more damaging than maintenance
equipment if they are used with care.

USGA PUBLICATIONS OF GENERAL INTEREST
THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the
United States Golf' Association and the Royal
and Ancient Golf' Club of St. Andrews, Scot-
land. Booklet 25 cents (special rates for quan-
tity orders, more than 500>.

USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR MEN,
containing recommendations for computing
USGA Handicap and for rating courses. Book-
let 25 cents. USGA Slide Rule Handicapper,
25 cents. Poster 15 cents.

THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, contain-
ing suggestions for guidance in the conduct of
women's golf in clubs and associations, in-
cluding tournament procedure, handicapping
and course rating. 35 cents. USGA Slide Rule
Handicapper, 25 cents. Poster 15 cents.
COURSE RATING REPORT, a form for rating
a course hole by hole; for association use, size
4~c1x 7 inches. 10 cents, $7.50 per 100.
COURSE RATING POSTER for certifying hole
by hole ratings to a club; for association use,
size 81h x 11 inches. 5 cents. $3.50 per 100.
HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explaining
the Callaway System of automatic handicap-
ping for occasional players in a single tour-
nament. No charge.
TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
or a USGA Journal article detailing various
types of competitions. No charge.
PREP ARING THE COURSE FOR A COMPETI-
TION, a reprint of a USGA Journal article. No
charge.
FIRE PROTECTION-GOLF CLUB PROPER-
TIES, reprint of a USGA Journal article by
T. Seddon Duke. No charge.
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST LIGHT-
NING ON GOLF COURSES, a poster. No charge.
HOLE-IN-ONE Awards. No charge.
LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE AMATEUR

CODE, a reprint of a USGA Journal article by
Joseph C. Dey, Jr. No charge.
GAMBLING IN GOLF TOURNAMENTS, a re-
print of a USGA Journal article by Richard S.
Tufts. No charge.
WORK OF A CLUB GREEN COMr.UTTEE, are.
print of panel discussions conducted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
HOW TO MEET RISING COSTS OF GOLF
COURSE MAINTENANCE, PARTS I & II, re-
prints of panel discussions conducted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
GOLF COURSE REBUILDING AND REMODEL-
ING-F ACTORS TO CONSIDER, a reprint of
talks delivered at the 1959 Educational Pro-
gram conducted by the USGA Green Section
Committee. No charge.
MISTER CHAIRMAN, a reprint of a USGA
Journal article outlining the duties of the
Chairman of the Green Committee. No charge.
ARE YOU A SLOW PLAYER? ARE yOU
SURE? A reprint of a USGA Journal article
by John D. Ames. No charge.
A JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM FOR YOUR
CLUB AND DISTRICT, a 16-page booklet on
organizing and developing junior golf programs
at different levels by the USGA Junior Cham-
pionship Committee. No charge.
TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser (Mc-
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc.), the authoritative
book on turf maintenance. $7.
USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK. De-
tailed results of all USGA competitions since
their start in 1895. $2.
USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT,
a 33-page magazine published seven times a
:year. $2 a year.

These pUblications are available on request
to the United States Golf Association, 40 East
38th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Please send
payment with your order.
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