By

THE RULES -

LIFEBLOOD OF GOLF

Rules are the lifeblood of golf, par-
ticularly, tournament golf. Whether
tue tournament player be a professional
competing on the PGA Tour or an ama-
teur playing in regional events, the Rules
of Golf are the mainstay of the competitor.

As the Rules of Golf are important to
the competitor, so is the conduct of the
tournament golfer important to the pub-
lic. Imitation is the greatest teacher,
whether the imitation be of something
good or of something bad.

Thus, when a galleryite sees a fine shot
from a trap, chances are he will try to
imitate that shot the next time he gets
into a similar position.

In the same manner, any golfwear-
minded person, after viewing a tourna-
ment, will try to dress in attire similar
to that worn by his favorite player.

Those are good imitations.

But what happens when a person in the
gallery sees his “golf hero” commit a
violation to one of the rules of golf?

Certainly, he will think, if a known
tournament star does it, so can I.

That’s why it's so important for tour-
nament golfers, especially those on the
PGA Tour, to be absolutely sure that
each rule of golf is obeyed “to the letter.”

Every violation a tournament player
commits is seen not only by his fellow
competitors, but by sponsor representa-
tives and officials, the gallery and the
press, as well. From there these offenses
ere discussed in the locker rooms, press
rooms and throughout the town.

One of the major reasons for a rule be-
ing broken is because the player “just
didn't know any better.”

The most important book in a golfer’s
life-—and that includes the high handicap-
per as well as the touring professional—is
the Rules of Golf.

For the player who makes his living
by playing the PGA circuit, the better he
knows the rules, the more money it will
save him—and make for him—in the long
run.

Many of our PGA Tour players want
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some of the rules changed. For instance,
the rule regarding the cleaning of the
ball on the green and the repairing of
ball marks.

The USGA, ruling body of golf in the
United States, and its Rules Committee,
understands this problem completely.
Kules, in most cases, were made for the
minority and affect the majority. Such
is the case here.

The only reason for not having changed
the rule before, is the possibility of giv-
ing the “cheater” an advantage when he
can get his hands on the golf ball.

It was through examples of careless, or
deliberate, improper marking of the golf
ball on the green, fixing of everything on
the green from ball marks to spike marks,
2nd in many cases, imaginary rough spots
which are not ball marks, that the tour-
nament golfers delayed their chance to
have these rules changed.
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Until every man in the field of any golf

tournament assumes the responsibility of
warning each man with whom he plays
that he intends to call rule violations as
called for in the Rule Book, no player can
expect the Rules of Golf to be changed.

Here are three of the Rules of Golf

which are most often violated:

1. From ground under repair and
casual water—the ONLY drop a
player has is to the nearest area
giving relief from these conditions.

2. The ONLY places one may have
two club lengths relief is from a
lateral water hazard or from an
immovable obstruction.

3. The ONLY proper way to drop a
ball is to face the hole and drop
the ball over the shoulder. There
is no penalty if the ball touches
you during the drop.

The USGA, in an effort to educate the

American golfers in the rules governing
golf, offers the following suggestions on
using the Rules Book:

1. Become familiar with key words
and special terms.

2. Refer to the Index. Every item in
the Rules is listed; many are cross-
indexed.

3. Study the Definitions. They are
basie.

4. What form of play is involved? Is
it match play or stroke play?
Single or four-ball?

5. Where did the incident occur?—
on the teeing ground, “through
the green,” in a hazard, or on the
putting green? Find the right place
.0 the Index, as the Rules may be
different for the same occurrences
on different parts of the course.

6. Two Rules may cover different
aspects of the same case.

7. Every word means what it says.

8. Carry a Rules Book in your golf
bag and use it.

Everyone can benefit by personally
taking the responsibility of observing all
Rules of Golf.

In the long run, you will enjoy the
game of golf more if you play it as it
must be played.

USGA PUBLICATIONS

THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the
United States Golf Association and the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, Scot-
land. Booklet, 25 cents (special rates for quan-
tity orders, more than 500).

USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR MEN,
containing recommendations for computing
USGA Handicap and for rating courses. Book-
let, 25 cents. USGA Slide Rule Handicapper,
25 cents. Poster, 10 cents.

THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, contain-
ing suggestions for guidance in the conduct of
women‘s golf in clubs and associations, in-
cluding tournament procedure, handicapping
and course rating. 25 cents. USGA Slide Rule
Handicapper, 25 cents. Poster, 10 cents.
HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explaining
the Callaway System of auvtomatic handicap-
ping for occasional players in a single tour-
nament. No charge.

TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article detailing various
types of competitions. No charge.

PREPARING THE COURSE FOR A COMPETI-
TION, a reprint of a USGA Journal article by
John P. English. No charge.

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST LIGHT-
NING ON GOLF COURSES, a poster. No charge.
HOLE-IN-ONE AWARDS. No Charge.
LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE AMATEUR
CODE, a reprint of a USGA Journal article by
Joseph C. Dey, Jr. No charge.

GAMBLING IN GOLF TOURNAMENTS, a re-

print of a USGA Journal article by Richard §.
Tufts. No charge.

OF GENERAL INTEREST

WORK OF A CLUB GREEN COMMITTEE. a re-
print of panel di by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No Charge
HOW TO MEET RISING COSTS OF GOLF
COURSE MAINTENANCE, PARTS | & 11, re-
prints of panel di ted by the
USGA Green Section Committee. No charge.
GOLF COURSE REBUILDING AND REMODEL-
ING—FACTORS TO CONSIDER, a reprint of
talks delivered at the 1959 Educational Pro-
gram conducted by the USGA Green Section
Committee. No charge.

MISTER CHAIRMAN, a reprint of a USGA
Journal article outlining the duties of the
Chairman of the Green Committee. No charge.
ARE ¥YOU A SLOW PLAYER? ARE YOU
SURE? A reprint of a USGA Journal article
by John D. Ames. No charge.

A JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM FOR YOUR
CLUB AND DISTRIiCT, a lé-page booklet on
organizing and developing junior golf programs
at different levels by the USGA Junior Cham-
pionship Committee. No charge.

TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser (Mc
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc.), the authoritative
book on turf maintenance. $7.

USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK. De-
tailed results of all USGA competitions since
their start in 1895, s2.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT,
a 33-page magazine published seven times a
year. $2 a year.

These publications are available on request
to the United States Golf Association, 40 East
38th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Please send
pavment with your order.
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