GOLF ETIQUETTE AND >

THE CARELESS BREED

THE tender turfgrass of a golf course
has many natural enemies in the world
of bugs and worms and fungi. To the list
of costly opponents must, unfortunately,
be added a careless breed of the genus
golfer.

He is the fellow who doesn’t replace
divots on fairway and tee — who plows
through the sand of a bunker without a
thought of smoothing his marks — who
fails to repair ball marks on the green
after his group has holed out—who leaves
a trail of trash in his wake for someone
else to pick up.

If the careless golfer did what he should,
he would save himself and his fellow-play-
ers a repair bill of about five million dollars
a year—somewhere around five per cent
of what it costs to maintain all the courses
in the country. There are 5,358 courses,
and they spend from $80,000,000 10
$100,000,000 a year for course upkeep to
please America’s 3,680,000 golfers.

But there are other important costs of
negligence. What golfer’s pleasure has not
been spoiled by the excavations of some
preceding player? The offending player,
too, has been hurt, for who can be negli-
gent of the rights of others without losing
something good in himself?

A strange change of personality comes
over some otherwise respectable citizens
when they embark on golfing pleasure.
They become largely unmindful of any
game and any interests but their own. It
is, in minor degree, much the same sort
of personality quirk that takes charge of
some of us when we get behind the wheel
of an automobile—a change that accounted
in large measure for the 37,800 needless
deaths in motor accidents last year.

The thoughtless breed is found every-
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A lady golfer demonstrates what NOT to do in @

bunker. This photogroph was taken from the

USGA film “Etiguette”, an excellent reminder of
golf's courtesy code.

where, from first-class private clubs to
the most simple public courses. At one fine
club which has entertained USGA Champ-
ionships, more than so per cent of the
members do not replace divots on fairway
and tee, according to the course superin-
tendent. Still more do not repair ball marks
on greens after they have holed out; many
don't know how to do it without causing
further harm to the greens.

To counteract such human failings, golf
has a written code of manners. The first
thing in the Rules of Golf is a section on
Etiquette.

It covers two principal subjects—the re-
lation of the player to his fellow-golfers,
and the relation of the player to the course.
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Here is a quick summary of how to behave
though a golfer:

1. When someone is playing, don't
move, talk or stand near or directly
behind the ball or the hole.

2. Don’t tee your ball until it's your
turn to play. ‘

3. Don’t play until players ahead are

out of range,

Play without delay.

Invite other players to play through

when:

(a) You are looking for a ball.

(b) Your group falls a hole behind
the players in front, and the
group behind is waiting on
you.

(c) They are playing a full round
and you are playing a shorter
round.

(d) You are playing alone (a single
player has no standing, golf
being a sociable game).

6. Fill up all holes you make in a
bunker.

7. Replace divots on tees and fairway
and in rough.

8. Repair carefully any damage to putt-
ing greens made by your ball or
you; do this after your group has
holed out, but be sure to do it then.

9. Don’t drop your bag or the flagstick
on the green.

1o. Don’t damage the hole by standing
close to it or in handling the flag-
stick. Replace the flagstick care-
fully, and in its normal position,
before leaving the green.

11.  When play of the hole is over, your
group should leave the green
promptly.

12. Teach your caddie these things.

VRS

Contrary to report, it honestly isn’t true
that golfers operate under rough-and-
tumble laws such as “Don’t pick up an-
cther players’ ball until it stops rolling.”

You can wrap up golf’s code and any
other code of etiquette in one word—cour-
tesy. Despite our faults, that’s teally what
most golfers believe in, and that’s one rea-
son why golf is a delightful game.

But let’s have more of it.

USGA PUBLICATIONS
OF GENERAL INTEREST

THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the
United States Golf Association and the Royal
and Ancient Goif Club of St. Andrews, Scot-
land. Booklet, 25 cents (special rates for quan-
tity orders, more than 500).

THE RULES OF AMATEUR STATUS, a poster.
No charge.

USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR MEN,
containing recommendations for computing
Basic ond Current Handicaps and for rating
courses. Booklet, 25 cents. Poster, 10 cents,
THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, contain-
ing suggestions for guidance in the conduct of
women's golf in clubs and associations, in-
cluding tournament procedures, handicapping
and course rating. 25 cents.

HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explaining
the Callaway System of automatic handicap-
ping for occasional players in a single tour-
nament. No charge, }
TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article detailing various
types of competitions. No charge.
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST LIGHT-
NING ON GOLF COURSES, a poster. No
charge.

MOTION PiCTURES:

“Play Them as They lie”, an official USGA
film (16 mm. color, with sound, runs 16%
min. Rental $15.) Descriptive folder. No charge.

“Inside ‘Golf House’,” an official USGA
fi'm (16 mm. black and white, with sound,
runs 27 min. Rental $15.) Descriptive folder. No
charge.

“The Rules of Golf—Etiquette,” on official
USGA film (16 mm. color, with sound, runs
17% min. Rental $15). Descriptive folder. No
charge.

These three films available in combination
at $25 for two or $35 for three.

List of films on golf available from other
sources. No charge.

List of films on golf course maintenance
available from other sources. No charge.
HOLE-IN-ONE AWARDS. No charge.
GAMBLING IN GOLF TOURNAMENTS, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article by Richard S. Tufts.
No charge.

MISTER CHAIRMAN, a reprint outlining the
duties of the Chairman of the Green Commit-
tee. No charge.

TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser (Mc-
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc.), the authoritative
book on greenkeeping. $7.

USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK. De-
tailed results of all USGA competitions since
their start in 1895, $2.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT, a
33-page magazine published seven times a
year. $2. a year.
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