
IT~S YOUR HONOR

Leaving Amateur Ranks

To THE USGA:

You have probably read in the pa-
pers that I have turned professional.
It was a decision that was not easy to
make. I have thought about it many
times, but tried to keep my mind on
the automobile business. I found it
impossible to keep my thoughts from
returning to golf.

When I was discharged from the
Army I decided to give the automo-
bile business a one year try, but my
real love continued to be golf. I would
like to find out just how well I can do
at golf, and the only proper way is to

turn professional and play regularly.

I have always felt that the United
States Golf Association has been a
close friend of mine and I would like
to feel that this friendship will con-
tinue into my professional career.

I will always try to do my best to
be a credit to the great game of golf.

KENNETH P. VENTURI

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

After a great deal of thought and
consideration, I have decided to be-
come a professional golfer.

It is my desire to go as far as pos-
sible in this game of golf and to ac-
complish this one has to play con-
stantly with the finest players. The
only way I can play against profes-
sionals on the circuit is to join their
ranks. The cost of travelling around the

country would be prohibitive for me
as an amateur.

Please understand I fully appreciate
the many wonderful things you have
done for me in the past. The USGA
staff and officials have given me fair
and honest treatment during my ama-
teur career and I shall do my utmost
to follow the USGA standards of
sportsmanship and ideals during my
tenure as a professional.

MARGARET "WIFFI" SMITH
ORANGE. TEXAS

"Adverse Conditions"
To THE USGA:

We here in Alaska are happy to see
the authorization of handicaps on pre-
ferred lies inasmuch as the conditions
here, I am quite sure, are worse than
the conditions the original Scots had
to face.

In passing, it might interest you to
know that at spots on the course the
perma-frost is but four feet below the
turf (moss in most cases).

We also have a geological phenom-
ena called thermocarsts, or "ice lenses;'
huge blocks of ice 100 or 200 feet
down that melt for some unknown rea-
son causing the overburden to sink
and leave a hole the size of a masto-
don in the center of the fairway.

Grass greens are a luxury I hope to
see in two years, inasmuch as the wint-
ers here will not allow grass to sur-
vive. Temperatures go to minus 60
degrees.

T ISGT. F. 1. DANNIS
LADD AIR FORCE BASE
ALASKA
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