
IT'S YOUR HONOR
Expenses and Shamateurism
To THE USGA:

We have been reading a lat lately
about amateurism in sports. It seems
to' be a pr()blem for many sports, both
in and aut af callege. Anyone inter-
este? in galf can hardly help but
realIze that amateurism in our game
also gives rise to problems.

In the Rule baoks published by both
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club af
St. Andrews and the USGA, an ama-
teur golfer is defined as "one who
plays the game salely as a non-remu-
nerative or non-prafit-making sport."

After the, 18th birthday, under the
USGA code, ane act which violates
the Definitian af an Amateur Golfer
is "Accepting expenses, in money ar
otherwise, from any source other than
ane an wham the player is narmally
ar legally dependent but excluding
an emplayer." (There are a few ex-
ceptions nat pertinent here.)

The foregoing is printed on the
back af every USGA championship
entry blank far amateurs. When the
entrant signs it, he certifies that he
has not only read the amateur status
rules but alsO' that "I have confarmed
with those Rules in every respect."

We seem to' have some "amateur"
golfers - both men and wamen - af
autstanding ability, but without any
visible means of support that amounts
to much. Haw dO' they play exten-
sively? Tournament golf is expensive,
what with travel, hotel bills, caddie
fees, golf balls and equipment, on top
of the normal expense of one's club
dues and house charges.

One naturally suspects that same
players are breaking both the letter
of the rule and the spirit af amateur-
ism by accepting expenses in various
forms from unautharized sources.

Oh, I know that there are "jabs",

but same of them must be subter-
fuges. What kind af a job can a
young man or waman get tha t will
make it passible to' play golf almost
all the time? It wauld take a salary
af many thausands of dollars a year
for a single persan to suppart him-
self and carry an intensive taurna-
ment activity involving much travel.

It seems tame that a person whO'
breaks the ama teur cade undercover
wauld feel mighty cheap walking up
to' the first tee to' match his or her
game against a pure amateur.

Same will say "Why shouldn't they
be helped aut if they don't want to'
dO' anything but play golf?"

This is not a cammunistic caun-
try. Why can't everybody stay at the
plushest hotels, dine at the best res-
taurants, have their clathes made by
the best tailars and dress-makers?
If a player wants to' play golf all

the time, there are plenty of autlets
without interfering with the pure
amateurs. There are, far example, pra-
fessional taurnaments almost every
week for thase whO' want honestly to'
be professionals.

But there is no right place in ama-
teur galf far expenses-paid shama-
teurs.

One can anly pity ill-advised
"backers" who seem to' think they are
being helpful when they encaurage
yaung people to' cheat an their eligi-
bility.

Unfartunately, proaf af wrongful
acceptance af expenses is difficult to
abtain. But every individual knaws
whether or not he is an amateur and
so daes any ill-advised "backer." They
knaw in their heart of hearts.

EARL A. Ross
RYE, N. Y.

(Former President of
Metro politan Golf Association.)
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