
BEHARRELL BRIGHTENS 

BRITISH GOLF HOPES 

T H E R E are many experienced golf follow­
ers in Britain who think that John 

Beharrell, of Birmingham, England, who 
recently won the British Amateur Champ­
ionship at Troon, is one of the greatest 
golfers for his age, 18, there has ever been. 
These are people who go back to the days 
of Bobby Jones and before. 

The point is, of course, how much bet­
ter he will become. He may keep on im­
proving and become one of the world's 
golfing "greats" or he may win a few more 
tournaments and burn himself out. The 
chances are that he will go on and on to 
establish himself as supreme in his genera­
tion. 

Youngest To Win 

He is the youngest player ever to win 
the British Amateur Championship and he 
did it in the most convincing manner pos­
sible, beating on his road to the title C. 
Lawrie, Scottish international; Ian Cald­
well, Walker Cup player; Frank Deighton, 
Walker Cup player; Gene Andrews, former 
USGA Public Links Champion; Reid Jack, 
Scottish Champion, and Leslie Taylor, Scot­
tish international. 

The quality of golf he played was of a 
very high class. His concentration was 
something not seen from a British golfer 
since Henry Cotton at his best. 

In the final he went over to the referee 
at one stage and said, "Please excuse me, 
sir, but can you tell me the state of the 
match?" That is quite true and shows that 
this boy has no thought but to beat his 
opponent. 

He hits the ball a long way and has 
plenty of reserve strength, for he stands 
six feet high and weighs 175 pounds. 
While playing golf he is completely poker-
faced and always wears a cap well down 
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over his eyes. He has a ruddy complexion 
and is a pleasant-looking boy. 

The new Amateur Champion began to 
take an interest in golf in 1946-47 and 
became so keen that he travelled on a bus 
for 15 minutes, then had a half-mile walk 
to the course. 

In 1948 the English Amateur Champ­
ionship was played at Little Aston and he 
was in attendance every day, watching the 
various competitors with close attention. 
His interest in the game grew as a result 
and when the family moved to a home 
near the golf club, young John's first re­
action was: "Good, now I can play more 
golf." 

He was ten years old then and Grand­
father Beharrell presented him with four 
beautifully made small clubs as a Christ­
mas present. In the course of time he grew 
out of these clubs, and when his mother, 
a sound player, purchased a new set of 
clubs, John fell heir to her old set. These 
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US,CA Publications
of Ceneral Interest

THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by tha
United Slates Golf Association and the
Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St.
Andrew!>, Scotland. Booklet, 25 cents (spe-
cial rates for quantity orders).

rHE RULES OF AMATEUR STATUS, a page.
No charge.

USGA GOlf HANDICAP SYSTEM fOR MEN,
containing' recommendations for comput-
ing Basic and Current Handicaps and
for rating courses. Booklet, 25 cents.
Poster, 10 cents.

THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, containing
suggestions {or guidance in tile conduct of
women's golf in clubs and associations,
including tournament procedures, handi-
capping and course rating. 25 cents.

HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explain-
ing the Callaway System of automatic
handicapping for occasional players in a
single tournament. No charge.

TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article detailing vari-
ous types of competitions. No charge.

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST
LIGHTNING ON GOLF COURSES, a poster.
No charge.

MOTION PICTURES:
"The Rules of Golf-Etiquette," an official

USGA film (16 mm. color, with sound,
runs 17V2 min. Rental $15). Descriptive
folder-no charge.

"Inside 'Golf House'," an official USGA
film (16 mm. black and white, with sound,
runs 28 min. Rental $15. In combination
with liThe Rules of Golf-Etiquette," $25.)
Descriptive folder-no charge.

List of films on golf available from other
sources. No charge.

List of films on golf course maintenance
available from other sources. No charge.

HOlE-IN-ONE AWARDS. No charge.
GAMBLING IN GOLF TOURNAMENTS, a reprint

of a USGA Journal article by Richard S.
Tufts. No charge.

MISTER CHAIRMAN, a reprint outlining the
duties of the Chairman of the Green Com-
mittee. No charge.

TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser (Mc-
Graw-Hili Book Co., Inc.), the authorita-
tive book on green keeping. $7.

USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK. De-
tailed results of all USGA competitions
since their start in 1895. $2.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT,
a 33-page magazine published seven times
a year. $2 a year.

These Imblications are available on request to
tlte United States Golf Association, 40 East 38th
Street, New York 16, N. Y. Please sefid paymm'
with your order.

eventually wore out and then he had the
first of several new sets he has possessed.
His father tells me that now the most re-
cent change round of clubs in the family
is that John had a new set and dad got the
old ones.

Since the first time John showed an apti-
tude for the game, his parents have always
encouraged him, but as he took to the
game naturally, it was simply a matter of
giving him little bits of advice.

And, I can tell you that Mr. and Mrs.
Beharrell are model spectators. At Troon
they never followed him when there were
no spectators, and when, towards the end
of the Championship, a gallery followed
him, they stayed on the edge, out of sight.
One exciting match was too much for Mrs.
Beharrell; she went off to the hotel to iron
some of John's shirts.

All who saw the new Champion at Troon
were amazed at his composure and the ac-
curacy of his game. His composure, I fancy,
has come as a result of watching the lead-
ing amateurs and professionals, and his ac-
curacy because he has devoted so much
time to practicing the short game.

He is not a slave to practice. "Two
hours a day intensive practice is better
than five hours mucking about," he has
said to me. He is definitely not a fanatic
as regards practice. He relies on his coach,
Jack Cawsey, of Pype Hayes, to keep his
swing in order and has a weekly lesson from
that fine teacher. Yes, even in the week fol-
lowing T roon!

He has also received much help from
Ryder Cup man Charlie Ward at Little
Aston, and gives Charlie credit for his short
game.

He will be going into his father's export
business, and in the ordinary run of things
will be able to have a fair amount of time
off for golf. He is not likely to go into the
business seriously until the autumn and so,
during the season, will be a :ompctitor at
various events.

One of his ambitions, apart from becom-
ing a great golfer, is to jJlay in the Dmted
States. That chance will come, I am sure,
in the Walker Cup Match at the Minikahda
Club, in Minneapolis, in August, 1957.
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