IT'S YOUR HONOR

True Test Of Golf

To TtHE USGA:

I can’t go along with the argument
that the Olympic Country Club
course was too tough or unfair for the
Open Championship. Rather, I think
it was a fine, true test.

A premium was placed upon ac-
curacy and distance for each shot—
from the tee efforts right through the
greens work. 1 spent a week there
before the Open and predicted the
winner would be a champion in every
sense (he would not be weak in any
department of the game, would think
and plan well, not frustrate easily,
etc.). I also felt that the winner’s
total might go as high as 291.

Too many of the regular circuit
tourneys are played on short, “open”
courses where aggressiveness and good
putting are more important than shot-
making and strategy, the refinements.
Youngsters fresh off the circuit often
make the mistake of trying to “bull”
a course conditioned for the Open,
become over-bold, and the results are
invariably disastrous. They become
frustrated and some, not being en-
tircly honest with themselves, prefer
to think the course is unfair rather
than face the fact that they made
errors in judgment or shot-making.

I think it’s just this simple: Every-
one starts at the same place, cach
hole, and finishes at the same place—
playing the same Rules en route. The
Open courses always demand more of
the players, and if a man has a weak
department, mentally or physically,
he stands little chance of winning the
Open. That’s what makes our Open
Championship.

Howard Capps
Las Vegas, Nevada

Praise For Handicaps
To tHE USGA:

Thanks to the inauguration of
USGA Golf Handicap System for
Men at our club, our tournaments
have all had very close matches and
it has made for a splendid increase in
golf interest among our members.

Our players’ handicaps, figured by
the USGA system, have proved so
equitable in their private matches, as
well as our tournaments, it has made
our players unusually conscientious in
handing in every score. The Golf
Committee audits each player’s score,
posts every score on the individual’s
handicap card, figures each handicap
and posts it weekly. It requires con-
siderable time and work on the com-
mittee’s part, as we use the Current
System, but since we have weekly
handicap events and the play and
interest have increased so under the
system, the committee feels the time
and work are most worth-while.

the USGA
Handicap Committee for its fine work
in preparing such an improved handi-
capping system for men, and we do
hope you have an equally good one for
the ladies. In my forty years of golfing
at various clubs from coast-to-coast,

Congratulations  to

it is the most equitable system I have
experienced.
Francis L. Clayton
Chairman Golf Committee
Twin Hill Golf and Country Club
Joplin, Mo.
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AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

PRESIDENT
Isaac B. Grainger, New Yark, N. Y.
VICE-PRESIDENTS
John D. Ames, Chicago, il
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Fraser M. Horn, New York, N. Y.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
RULES OF GOLF: Richard S. Tufis, Pinehurst, N. C.
CHAMPIONSHIP: John D. Ames, ‘Chicago, lil.
AMATEUR STATUS AND CONDUCT: John W. Fischer, Cincinnati, Ohio
IMPLEMENTS AND BALL: Charles B. Grace, Philadelphia, Pa.
MEMBERSHIP: John G. Clock, Llong Beach, Cal.

GREEN SECTION: T. R. Garlington, Atlanta, Ga.
WOMEN'S: Mrs. Harrison F. Flippin, Ardmore, Pa.
SECTIONAL AFFAIRS: Charles L. Peirson, Boston, Mass.
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HANDICAP: William O. Blaney, Boston, Mass.

JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP: J. Frederic Byers, Jr., Pittsburgh, Pa.
SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP: Richard S. Tufts, Pinehurst, N. C.
GIRLS’ JUNIOR: Mrs. John Pennington, Buffalo, N. Y.
MUSEUM: Gordon E. Kummer, Milwaukee, Wis.
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Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N. J,
Alexander M. Radko, Northeastern Director
USGA GREEN SECTION SOUTHEASTERN OFFICE
Georgia Coastal Plain Experiment Station, Tifton, Ga.
B. P. Robinson, Southeastern Director
USGA GREEN SECTION SOUTHWESTERN OFFICE
Texas A. and M. College, College Station, Texas
Dr. Marvin H. Ferguson, Southwestern Director and National Research Coordinator
USGA GREEN SECTION WESTERN OFFICE
1709 West Eighth Street, Los Angeles 17, Cal.
William H. Bengeyfield, Western Director



