WHY PLAY BY
THE RULES?

F OR MANY YEARS I have played in a local

golf league, probably too many years,

the way I often hit the ball.

For some time, and. particularly of late,

I have noticed an increasing tendency to
violate some of the Rules of Golf. There
has been an expressed thought that the
matches are played for fun and sociability
and therefore it is not necessary to adhere
to the Rules too carefully. Yet I am posi-
tive that, being good Amencans, every in-
dividual plays to win.

In this article I don’t intend to be criti-
cal of ‘any individual, as I hope they are
all my friends, but a general tendency to-
ward relaxing the Rules-has crept in and
it is distressing.

Having spent a good many years in
assisting in writing the Rules of Golf, I
know that there is no Rule that is less im-

portant than another. They are all written ~

so that one Rule ties in with another. None
can be relaxed.

I was startled in one match when my
opponents felt that I should be able to
fix a divot made by my ball which was
directly in line with my putt. Other con-
testants in chatting about it later also felt
that I should have been able to repair it
and that many would have done so.

Rule 35, relatmg to the putting green,.

reads in part: “nothing may be pressed
down, and if a club is used it shall not be
pressed with more than its own weight on
the ground.”

It is just as important for a player to
repair divots on the green after a hole is
played as it is to replace divots on the
fairway.

There is general violation of the Rule
on asking or receiving advice. Definition
2 on advice reads, * “Advice’ is any counsel
or suggestion which could influence a play-
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er in determining his play, the choice of a
club, or the method of making a stroke.
Information on the Rules or Local Rules
is ‘not advice.”” The first paragraph of
Rule 9 reads: “A player or a competitor
shall not give or ask for advice or take any
action which may result in his receiving
advice except from his caddie, his partner,
or his partner’s caddie.” The penalty for
violating this rule is loss of hole in match
play and two 'strokes in stroke play. In
league play a player violating Rule 9 on

any hole should mark an X against that

hole on his card, and he should lose the
hole to all other contestants playing against
him.

There is also violation in the Rule set-
ting the maximum number of clubs at
fourteen. The penalty for violation of this
Rule, Rule 3, is disqualification.

There are a number of Rules where
slight variations do not seem too important,
such as being a foot ahead of the markers,
touching the sand in the bunker on a back-
swing, having your caddie hold a branch
just a little bit so you can swing at the ball
and so forth.

A Foot — or Fitty Yards

These violations are all matters of degree,
and ‘who is to say if A wishes to shorten
the hole by a foot that B can’t decide to
shorten the hole by a yard and C, therefore,
might decide to take the ball out past the
rough from the tee.

Anyone violating any Rule is taking an
unfair and unsportsmanlike advantage of
another who is playing by the Rules.

Many contestants will play in state
championships, some will qualify for the
USGA Amateur or Open Championships,
and many will play in district champion-
ships, all of which are played under USGA
Rules of Golf.
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Some of the penalities that have been USGA PUBLICATIONS

invoked throughout the country in these
qualifying rounds or championships have OF GENERAL INTEREST
resulted not so much from the lack of THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the

g % - . . United States Golf Association and the
knowledge of the Rules but from bad golf Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St

[’l:lb;:s lel‘;l"l;fa]:\'hl::)t P]a)’ing by the Rules A‘mlire\:s. S{coﬂand.*iﬂgo“a;. 15] c;ni: hp;s-
In Irnendly ches. cial rates tfor quantity orders). Poster,
The golfers who play in league and dis- cents.
trict events are a substantial part of the ARE YOUR LOCAL RULES NECESSARY? a
foundation of golf. The juniors look to reprint of a USGA Journal article con-
t gr tions regarding local

them. The public is interested in their suc- riles, No' eharge:
cess. Therefore, I would make as strong a THE RULE ABOUT OBSTRUCTIONS. a re-

plea as possible to the players and to all print of a USGA Journal article. No
golfers that they play the Rules as written charge.

all the time and that the Rules be enforced, USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM FOR
if necessary, because I am sure it would MEN, containing recommendations for
help golf. All of us should be guardians computing Basic and Current Handicaps

and for rating courses. Booklet, 25 cents.

of the Rules, rather than the violators. Poster. 10V cants.

There is an old saying that comes from | THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, con-
Carnoustie, Scotland, which should hang in taining suggestions for guidance in the
every golf club. I quote: conduct of v{oﬂ:an'_s golf in clubs and

e associations, ding tourn t pro-
The game ceases to be golf when the csdures, handicapping and courss rating.
Rules are broken at leisure.” 25 cents.

HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a
reprint of a USGA Journal article explain-
ing the Callaway System of automatic
handicapping for occasional players in a
single tournament. No charge.

TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article detailing vari-
ous types of competitions. No charge.

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST
LIGHTNING ON GOLF COURSES, a
poster. No charge.

MOTION PICTURES ON GOLF (list). No
charge.

MOTION PICTURES RELATING TO GOLF
COURSE MAINTENANCE (list). No
charge.

HOLE-IN-ONE AWARDS. No charge.

AMATEURISM IS IN THE HEART, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article by E. G. Grace.
No charge.

BETTER LAWNS TO COME, a reprint of a
USGA Journal article. No charge.
TURF MANAGEMENT, by H. B. Musser Me-
Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc.), the authorita-

tive book on greenkeeping. $7.

USGA CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD BOOK.
Detailed results of all USGA competitions
since their start in 1895, $2.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGE-

T MENT, a 33.-page magazine published

George Bertz, veteran golf writer of the Oregon seven times a year. $2. a year.

I'll bet there is not a player who will
disagree with what T have said.

Perpetual Trophy

Journal, stands with sterling silver cup which was Thave publications abe  avellable: oe. raquedt 15: the
presented to the Oregon Golf Association in his United States Golf Association, 40 Eaost 38th Sirest,

New York 16, N. Y. Please send paoyment with your

honor as @ perpetual trophy for the Oregon Amo- S

teur Maotch Ploy Chaompionship.
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Oppose Motorized Golf

JAMES GILMORE HARRISON

The men who design golf courses are officially
opposed fo use of automative fransportation for
playing. The following statement issued from the
recent annual meeting of the Board of Governors
of the American Society of Golf Course Archi-
tects:

"It is the belief of the Society that the use of
motorized vehicles to transport players is contrary
to the spirit of the game of golf. The benefits de-
rived by exercise and companionship ore dimin-
ished by the use of such vehicles.

“Inasmuch os the motorized vehicle domages
the course materially, especially around the greens
and during inclement weather, it infroduces o
problem in design and maintenance which makes
the use of such vehicles undesirable. Therefore,
we recommend that their use be limited fo those
with medical certificates.”

James Gilmore Horrison, of Turtle Creek, Pa.,
is the new President of the Society. Robert F.
Lawrence, of Miami Beach, is Vice-President and
William F. Bell, of Pasadena, Cal., is Secretfary-
Treasurer.

Treat your caddie as you would

Your son.
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THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIR-
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agement, published seven times a year at MNew
York, N. Y., for October I, 1954.

|. The names and addresses of the publisher,
editor, managing editor, and business managers
are: Publisher, United States Golf Association,
40 East 3Bth Street, New York 16, N. Y. Editor,
Joseph C. Dey, Jr., 40 East 38th Street, New
York 16, N. Y. Managing editor, none. Business
manager, none.

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation,
its name and address must be stated and also
immediately thereunder the names and addresses
of stockholders owning or holding | percent or
more of total amount of stock. If not owned by a
corporation, the names and addresses of the in-
dividual owners must be given. If owned by a
partnership or other unincorporated firm, its
name and address, as well as that of each indi-
vidual member, must be given.] President, lsaac
B. Grainger, 40 East 38th St., New York 16, N. Y.
Vice-President: Richard S. Tufts, 40 East 38th St.,
New York 16, N, Y. Vice-President: John D. Ames,
40 East 38th St., New York 16, N. Y. Secretary:
Charles B. Grace, 40 East 38th St., New York 186,
M. Y. Treasurer: Charles L. Peirson, 40 East 38th
St., New York 16, N. Y.

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and
other security holders owning or helding | percent
or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or
other securities are: None.

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where
the stockholder or security holder appears upon
the books of the company as trustee or in any
other fiduciary relation, the name of the person
or corporation for whom such trustee is acting;
also the statements in the two paragraphs show
the affiant's full knowledge and belief as to the
circumstances and conditions under which stock-
holders and security holders who do not appear
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold
stock and securities in a capacity other than that
of a bona fide owner.

5. The average number of copies of each issue
of this publication sold or distributed, through
the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during
the 12 months preceding the date shown above
was: (This information is required from daily,
weekly, semiweekly, and triweekly newspapers
only.)

Joseph C. Dey, Jr., Editor

Sworn to and subscribed before me this Ist day
of October, 1954,

(signed) Mary A. Freeley, Notary Public,
State of New York.
(My commission expires March 30, 1956).



