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A Gourlay Ball for "Golf Bouse"
Once upon a time there lived in Scot-

land golfers who played with a ball made
of goose feathers sewed into a leather
cover, although scarcely a man now liv-
ing remembers the day. The feather ball
was the first ball with which golf was
played but it lost its charm about 1850
after a Rev. Dr. Robert Adams Paterson
had created a ball of gutta percha.

During the four or more centuries
when the feather ball was in play, all
balls were made painstakingly by hand
in the shops of the various professionals
at golf courses throughout Scotland and
England. There was, of course, consider-
able rivalry among the makers, and
those who became preeminent could never
supply the demand for their particular
products.

The family of professionals and hall-
makers who acquired the greatest fame
W:lS named Gourlay and operated at the
Bruntsfield Links, in Edinburgh, and
!ater at the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club,
III Musselburgh. The patriarch of the
f~mily was Douglas, but he passed along
hIS art to his sons, William and John.
The Go~~lay name was'known throughout
the BrItIsh Isles by the middle of the
eighteenth century, and "a Gourlay" be
came an accepted synonym for the be:;t
in golf balls. It achieved enduring fame
in poetry and song.

When exhibits of balls and clubs of the
feather-ball era were established in "Golf
House," the void created by the absence
f" G I "b .o a our ay . ecame conspIcuoUS and

we set about to fill it.
On the off-chance that Miss Molly

Gourlay, of Camberley, Surrey, a mem-
ber of the 1932 and 1934 British Curtis
Cup Teams, might be able to give us a
clue, we asked her if she knew of any
that might be available.

It turned out that, despite her name
Miss Gourlay had never heard of a Gour:

THE BAD GOLFERWHO WAS GOOD
"I'm a golfer, St. Peterl" the spirit proclaimed,
"And of much I have done I am truly ashamed,
I have flubbed and I've dubbed to my pitiful cost,
But I blamed not the caddie whenever I lost.

"I've sliced and I've hooked and I've been in the
rough,

Twenty years I've played golf, I've had trouble
enoughl

I've cursed when in sand traps, of that there's
no doubt,

But I covered my foot prints before I went out.

"I'm a golfer, St. Peterl just one of the muttsl
My sins they are many, I've taken three putts
Count!ess times when I shouldn't, my record is

black,
But always the divots I cut, I put backl

"I'm an old hundred shooterl I thought was
great

Whenever I finished around ninety-eight;
I was slow at the game, I confess it to you,
But I never refused to let oth"s go thru."

"ComA in," said St. Peter, "come in and sit downl
"Come in and I'll give you a harp and a crownl
I've a welcome for you, with the saints you may

dwell,
For it takes moral courage to play bad golf well."

"The Bad GoZler Who Was Good" is from the book
'I'HE HARBOR LIGHTS OF HOME. by Edgar A.
Gucst, copyright 1928, by Thc Reilly & Lee Co.•
Chicago,

lay ball, but the question piqued her
curiosity and she took steps to determine
just what "a Gourlay" was. Her quest
took her to the Royal Musselburgh Golf
Club, which has six highly prized and
carefully safeguarded specimens.

William Currie, Captain of the Club,
not only enlightened Miss Gourlay on the
status of the balls but volunteered. to do-
nate one to the USGA Museum and Li.
brary.

The one presented to the USGA bears
the name "Douglas" on one side and
"G I" hour ay on t e other side. It appears
to be unused, and a paper sticker at-
t~ch~d bears the numbers 371/12. The
sIgmficance of these numbers is not
known.
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There is no exhibit in "Golf House"
which we cherish more than this little
ball, at least 100 years old, which is not
only a museum piece in itself but also
expresses the friendliness which charac-
terizes our golfing relations with Great
Britain.

Meanwhile, the "Golf House" Fund has
risen almost to the $100,000 mark. At
press time, 5,447 individuals, clubs, asso-
ciations and others had given $99,784.50.
Of these totals, 114 have contributed
$1,670.01 since the last issue of the USGA
JOURNAL. Their names are:

Ernest A. Arend, Jr.
G. H. Baber
Tom Baldwin
Sam Baronian
Bill and Russ Beaupre
Ralph V. Burdick, Jr.
Arthur F. Butler
Wiiliam Catto
Jess G. Cook
Kenneth F. Corcoran
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. A. Cording ley
George L. Cornell
McCoy Craig
Katharine M. Crocker and

Samuel B. Crocker
Jimmy D'Angelo
Dave Dennis
Frank Dolp
Mike Dudik
Stephen L. Dunford
Adam James Eckert, Sr.
Vincent Fitzgerald
Stanley M. Freehling
Ernest Fuller
James H. Garland
John Jones Garrett
Richard J. Giddings
Jim Ginsberg
Dr. Vincent W. Giudice
George L. Gnau
Tommy Goodwin
Edward F. Gozart
Ray A. Graham, Jr.
Dean Gramlich .

INDIVIDUALS

Hal Grant
Frank S. Gray
Thomas H. Green, Jr.
Carl E. Haymond
Robert W. Higgins
Roy V. High, Jr.
Harlan D. Hobbs
William Hyndman, 3rd
Rol~in W. King
V. R. Kingsley
George A. Lamb
Harold R. LeBlond
Caro:ine and Allan Ledford
J. M. Lee, Jr.
A. C. Lighthall
Charles Lockhart
Ernest M. Lundell III
David R. Lutkins
Dr. J. K. Lynde
F. L. McAleavey
William D. McBee
W. W. Dobie McDevitt
Jimmy McGonagill
James R. McEldowney
L. A. McGowan, Jr.
John S. Matthews
Eddie Meyerson
Robert H. Miller
C. Bayard Mitchell
J. D. Moore, Jr.
~r. Harry H. Moorhead
Ed Morey
Johnny Morris
Simon Moye

Patr:ck M. Mucci
Walter Mullady, Jr.
Beverly C. Nabers
L. J. Noah, Jr.
George Almus Piggot
Alden B. Richardson III
Lt. Lincoln Roden
E. J. Rogers
Robert A. Roos, Jr.
Kermit Rosen
Dr. Millard S. Rosenblatt
William L. Rudkin
Charles J. Schirm
Bruno G. Serafini
Robert I. Studebaker
Alfred F. Sulfa, Jr.
Myron R. Swartz
Frank Syron
Robert B. Van De Mark
Milton H. Vandenberg
Robert G. Van Meter
Harry P. Vaughan, Jr.
Kerns W. Vaughan
In Memory of I. Budd Venable, Sr.

by Miss Naomi A. Venable
James W. Vickers
Oddmond Vik
W. J. Wa!lace, Jr.
Paul A. H. Weiss
W. D. Weitz!!1
Keith Weltz
J. Kimball Whitney
F. Samuel Wilcox, III
Claude C. Wild, Jr.

CLUBS

Brae Burn Golf Course, N. Y.
Erookside Country Club, Ohio
Cherry Hills Country Club, Colo.
Co!mopolitan Golf Club, Cal.
Idyl Wy!d G:)lf Club, Mich.
New Orleans Country Club, La.
Pine Ridge Country Club, Ohio
Prairie Dunes Country Club, Kans.
Rammler Golf Club, Mich.
River Bank Golf Club, Mich.

Sioux City Country Club, Iowa
The Golfing Club, Cal.
West Seattle Women's Golf Club, Wash.
Woodmont Country Club, Md.

ASSOCIATIONS

Metropolitan Club Managers Association, Inc., N. Y.
Women's Golf Association of Northern California

OTHERS

ChicQgoland Publications, Inc., III.


