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Tallahassee’s Junior Tournament

Back in the spring of 1947, Ned West,
then Recreation Superintendent for the
City of Tallahassee, Fla., came up with
the idea that one of the best recreations
for youngsters would be a golf tourna-
ment. He got together with the Tal-
lahassee Men's Golf Association and Tal-
lahassee Country Club’s professional,
Sonny Hay. They decided to conduct a
tournament for Tallahassee boys and
managed to drum up 27 entries, divided
into age classes of 17-18, 15-16. 13-14,
11-12 and 10 and under.

A lot of kids from other cities heard
about it and at the request of professionals
from nearby, the tournament was opened
to outsiders. Last summer, the fifth Tal-
lahassee Junior Tournament attracted 124
entries from three states and its sponsors
believe it is the biggest junior golf tourna-
ment in the South. It is still primarily
the sort of tournament it started out to

be and the age divisions are exactly the
same as in 1947.

For the first four years, Tallahassee
used a unique method of play. The event
was completed in one day. All compet-
itors qualified over nine holes in the
morning and the four low qualifiers in
cach group then engaged in what the
sponsors termed “dog-fight match play”
in the afternoon. Players 15 or older
went 18 holes in match play, the younger
boys nine. There is a party for the boys
on the evening of the first day’s play.

New System This Year

Tallahassee changed the form last June.
when the 1951 event was held. The new
system was given a cordial reception and
will be retained. This year’s tournament
will be played June 19 and 20.

Now the event is conducted entirely at
stroke p|a_\. It was vxpamll-d to two days,
with 18 holes qualifying on the first. Then

Age Group Winners in Tallahassee Junior Tournament

From left are Donald Knight, 17, Lakeland, Fla.; Joe Eubank, 14, Daytona Beach‘ Fla.

John L. (Bunk) Berry, 15, Tallahassee, Fla.:
Telfair (Teddy) Ghioto, Jr., 10, Dothan, Ala.

54 holes stroke play.

Identical prizes are awarded to winners

Albert Yancey, 12, Tallahassee, and
Berry scored 221, five over par, for
regardless of age.
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the low eight and ties in each group
continued in a championship flight for
eichage group. Those 13 and older played
36 holes the second day, the younger boys
15. The second day’s scores are added to
the first. This year boys in the 10-year-
and-under group will play only nine
lioles each day. All who do not qualify
engage in an 18-hole consolation, with
three prizes for each group.

Ned West is now director of sports
publicity at Georgia Tech but Sonny Hay
still  conducts the tournament, just as
when they started it. He plans still further
changes for this year: additional flights
i each group for non-qualifiers, with
more prizes, and a club team trophy for
leams of four players each. The club
ttam trophy, which must be won three
iimes for permanent possession, has been
donated by the Florida State Golf Asso-

ciation,

_ “I believe our tournament has helped
in the development of some of the best
playersin Georgia, Alabama and Florida,”
says West,  “In every adult tournament
held in these states we see the names of
1{0)’5 who used to play at Tallahassee.
For example, Don Bisplinghoff of Or-
E{'ﬂdo, Fla., Eddie Johnson and John
Berry of Tallahassee, Donald Knight of
I‘f‘kelﬂ"d, Fla., Scotty Fraser of Panama
City, Fla., Larry Moore of Moultrie, Ga.,
Joe Eubank of Daytona Beach, Fla,
Charles Dudley, Jr., of Columbus, Ga.,
Tommy Jenkins of Jacksonville, Fla.,
Randy Church of Dothan, Ala.. Wilson
Allen of Newnan, Ga., Bob Harwood,
Jr., of Tampa, Fla., and many others who
Played here hold their own with the best
men players in their communities. I think
many of the future golf greats of the
South will come from this list.”

According to West. the tournament
ewes 1ts success 1o the following factors:

‘1.. Putting the hoys in age groups and
gving exactly the same number and quality
prizes in each group.

.2 Awarding prizes attractive to boys.

Chere are four prizes in the championship
flicht of each age group. three prizes in the
consolation flight of each group and a tour-
nament medal.

3. Publicity. The event is publicized
in advance and the sponsors try to see to
it that each boy’s home town newspaper
learns what he accomplishes in the tourna-
ment.

4. Making the event as “big-time” as
possible. There is a regular starter’s tent,
a PA system, five-minute notices for the
players and other procedures similar to
Championships. “They love it and we get
a terrific kick out of them,” remarked West.

5. Co-operation.

USGA PUBLICATIONS
OF GENERAL INTEREST

THE RULES OF GOLF, as approved by the United
States Golf Association and the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, Scotland,
effective January 1, 1952. Booklet, 25 cents
(special rates for orders of 1,000 or more).
Poster, 25 cents.

ARE YOUR LOCAL RULES NECESSARY?, a reprint
of a USGA Journal article containing recom-
mendations regarding local rules. No charge.

THE RULE ABOUT OBSTRUCTIONS, a reprint of a
USGA Journal article. No charge.

USGA GOLF HANDICAP SYSTEM, containing re-
commendations for basic handicaps for men.
Booklet, 25 cents. Supplementary handicap
table in poster form, 10 cents.

THE CONDUCT OF WOMEN'S GOLF, containing
suggestions for guidance in the conduct of
women’s golf in clubs and associations, in-
cluding handicapping. 25 cents.

TOURNAMENTS FOR YOUR CLUB, a reprint of a
USGA Journal article detailing various types
of competitions. No charge.

HANDICAPPING THE UNHANDICAPPED, a re-
print of o USGA Journal article explaining
the Calloway system of automatic handicap-
ping for occasional players in a single tourna-
ment. No charge.

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AGAINST LIGHTNING
ON GOLF COURSES, a poster. No charge.

HOLE IN ONE AWARDS. No charge.

GLOSSARY OF GOLF TERMS. No charge.

AMATEURISM IS IN THE HEART, o reprint of a
USGA Journal article by E. G. Grace. No
charge.

THE UNITED STATES GOLF ASSOCIATION, a
pamphlet describing its origin and activities.
No charge.

TURF MANAGEIAENT, by H. B. Musser (McGraw-
Hill Book Co., Inc.), the authoritative book on
greenkeeping. $6.

USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT, a 33-
page magazine published seven times a year
and containing authoritative information on
haondicapping, omateur status, greenkeeping
metheds, clubs and ball, new trends and the
play of the game. $2 a year.

These publications are available on request to
the United States Go!f Association, 40 East 38th

Street, New York 16, N. Y.




