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water could get away was through evapo-
ration ..

This bad soil condition was corrected
by an aerifier. One.inch spoons were
used and set for a depth penetration of
five inches. These perforations into the

.soil formed vertical drainage channels
and allowed excess water to seep deeper
into the ground. After being repeated
several times, this soon provided a firmer
nnd drier top surface. The texture of the
leaf compost was also improved by the
ilcidition of sharp sand to the mixture.

Another experience was where greens
ltad been mowed infrequently at a high
level of cut. As a consequence a heavy
mat of thatched grass had developed, ac-
companied by a shallow root system. Nu-
merous applications of topdressing had
been made without any attempt to remove
the excess covering of grass. Iron chlor-
osis and localized dry spots were quite
prevalent. Fertilizers, when applied, often-
times did more harm than good, as it was
difficult for the materials to penetrate
their way through the almost impervious
layers.

In this aggravated situation, machine
aeration was resorted to in mid-summer.
This time one-half-inch spoons were put
into service and the areas were double
acrified at right angles to each. other.
\Vithin a period of seven days the forma-
tion and growth of white roots could be
(,bserved in the holes made by the ma.
(:hine. In addition to this, frequent light
applications of ferrous sulphate (iron)
were made so as to help clear up the
d.Jorosis. Late in the fall another reno-
vation was made. Dolomitic limestone
was also applied so as to help decompose
what was left of the remaininrr hide-boundo
mal. The following season these putting
~wards showed their first acti\'e growth
ill the cavities made hy the aerifier.

Early the following spring, when the
Frass showed the first signs of life, the
putting surfaces were dosch' mowed.
brushed, cross-raked, aerified, ;nd lightly
lopdresscd with compost. This treatment
followed hy a change to a lower height
of cutting, plus more frequent mowing,
soh-ed and eliminated the troubles of the
year before.

COMING EVENTS

February 18 - 21: Turf Conference. The Pennsyl-
vania State College and Turf Advisory Com-
mittee. State Colle~e, Pa. H. B. Musser.

February 26 - 28: Fifth Cornell Turf Conference,
Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. J. F. Cornman.

March 3 - 6: Turf Conference. Midwest Regional
Turf Foundation and Purdue University. West
Lafayette, Ind. W. H. Daniel.

March 10 - 12: Turf Conference. Iowa Green-
keepers and Iowa State Col!ege. Ames, Iowa.
H. L. Lantz.

March 13 - 14: Turf Conference. University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, Mass. Geoffrey Cornish.

March 13 - 14: Turf Conference. Michigan State
College, East Lansing, Mich. James Tyson.

March 17 - 19: Turf and Soils School, Guelph,
Ontario. Royal Canadian Golf Association. C. E.
Robinson.

April 7: Turf Conference. Colonial Country Club,
Memphis, Tenn. Reg. Perry

April 23 - 24: Turf Conference and Field Day.
Southeastern Turf Research Center, Tifton, Ga.
G. W. Burton and B. P. Robinson.

June 9: Field Day. Central Plains Turf Foundation,
Boystown, Neb. L. E. Lambert and Harold
G:issmann.

June 16: Field Day. Oklahoma Turf Association,
Oklahoma A. & M. College, Stillwater, Okla.
Roy A. Chessmore.

October 22 - 24: Third Turf Conference. Central
Plains Turf Foundation and Kansas State College,
Manhattan, Kans. William F. Pickett and L. E.
Lambert.

One still hears skeptics disapprove of
the use of the several different implements
which provide mechanical cultivation of
vegetative swards. They say, "Why not
plow and regrade, do the job right, cor-
rect the situation, and replant?"

Yes: why not? The answer to the
question is 'that it would put the location
out of play. Aerification still permits con-
tirlUed use with only temporary incon-
,enience and, in most cases, will give the
desired results.
(EnlTOH'S !';on:: This article lL'a.~,critten by.lIr.
Thomas espef'ially lor the USCA JOtTR~AL. A
poll 0/ members of the Mid-Atlantic Golf Course
Superintendents Association rerealed that Jlr.
Thomas had done the most outstanding job in
the .llit/.Atlantic area of improving turf by
aaijying. It is signifirant that play was nel'a
interrupted. The procedure on the golf course
and the preparation of this article has had the
/ull support of the Green Chairman, Admiral
lack Phiilips.)

-e-


