
20 USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MANAGEMENT: NOVEMBER, 1951 

Happy International Relations 
This has been a notable year in inter­

national relations in golf. 
It began with conferences looking to 

a world-wide code of Rules, among Bri­
tish, Australian, Canadian and American 
representatives. Our Walker Cup team 
played a Match abroad in the spring and 
an informal one with Canada in Septem­
ber. Dick Chapman won the British 
Amateur, and Bobby Knowles won the 
French Amateur. American women pros 
made a successful tour of Britain. 

Bobby Locke, from South Africa, and 
Roberto DeVicenzo, from the Argentine, 
gave spice to open tournaments here. 
The British Ryder Cup Team came over 
in the autumn. And Francis Ouimet be­
came the first American Captain of the 
Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. An­
drews, Scotland. 

Those are international high points 
which come readily to mind. Doubtless 
there were a good many others. They 
all add up to the fact that there has been 
great development this year in simple 
friendship and understanding among 
golfers of many lands. 

This is wonderfully exemplified by the 
creation of one code of Rules to apply 
throughout the golf world. Recommen­
dations of the conferees in last spring's 
meetings abroad were adopted by the 
USGA during the summer. The final step 
was approval by the membership of the 
Royal and Ancient Golf Club; the vote 
was overwhelmingly in favor. 

Now the revised code will go into ef­
fect January 1. 1952. The sole point of 
diff erence is the diameter of the golf 
ball, and that difference is 6 / 1 0 0 of an 
inch. The British minimum is 1.62 
inches; our is 1.68, except that in inter­
national team competitions here the 
British size ball may be used. 

Relations between the Royal and An­
cient. Britain's golf-governing authority, 
and the USGA could scarcely be hap­
pier. There have been and will continue 

R. AND A. CAPTAIN 

Francis Ouimet, first American to be 
honored with the captaincy of the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club at St. Andrews. 
Scotland, driving himself into office in 
the annual ceremony. A cannon shot 
signalizes the act at precisely 8 A. M. 

to be a completely free exchange of 
views. 

The Royal and Ancient has 842 mem­
bers at home and 200 abroad. Captain 
Ouimet is one of 64 American members. 
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GOLF IN VETERANS HOSPITALS 

(Continve-J from Pa-e 10) 
professional and amateur, including 
members of the Women's PGA who have 
taken this on as a pet project. 

The VA in its delight over its program 
at Palo Alto carried national publicity 
in its official bulletins. As a consequence, 
there are now several AWVS-VA Swing 
Clubs in operation, with many requests 
still to be filled in all four corners of 
our U. S. A. 

The PGA has set up an AWVS-VA 
Hospital National Committee with Eddie 
Duino of San Jose, Cal., as Chairman. 
He co-operated wonderfully in making 
the Palo Alto Swing Club possible when 
he was President of the PGA of North­
ern California. 
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