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The Junior Is Lots of Fun 
By RICHARD S. TUFTS 

USGA SECRETARY AND CHAIRMAN OF JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP COMMITTEE 

With all deference to Tommy Jacobs' 
fine performance, it is nevertheless true 
that at a USGA Open Championship there 
is one hero, whereas at a USGA Junior 
Amateur Championship there are 128. It 
is spectacular to see Hogan come storm
ing home to break the back of Oakland 
Hills before 15,000 swarming fans, but, 
after all, it is the magnitude of the ac
complishment and the impressiveness of 
the setting which provide the thrill. 

Fortunatel) in this year's Junior Cham
pionship at the University of Illinois, there 
was no monster of a course to slay, no 
stampeding hordes to lend a false sense 
of importance to friendly engagements, 
but there were 128 young Americans 
playing golf for the pure love of the 
game. 

It is indeed difficult to describe to those 
who have not seen a Junior Championship 
what it is the boys bring to the game 
that we, their elders, lack. The will to 
win is present, but the grimness of more 
mature players is absent. The display of 
skill is extraordinary, but it is made more 
human by occasional lapses. Situations 
that would defeat an older golfer are 
accepted casually. The only criticism is 
good-natured and offered with a smile. 
And always in their play of the game 
there is a spirit of gayety and good will 
that is irrepressible. No wonder with 128 
heroes like that, the Junior Championship 
is the USGA's blue ribbon event! 

Jacobs Can Defend in '52 
It is well recognized that junior golfers 

have not had sufficient experience to be 
consistent in their play. Therefore "up
sets" are to be expected. However, Mason 
Rudolph's performance in reaching the 
finals of the two preceding Championships 
certainly made him the favorite this year. 
Unfortunately, the Clarkesville, Tenn., 
boy did not play his best golf in the 
fourth round, and Billy Ford, Charleston, 
S. C , is too good a golfer to be defeated 

Tommy Jacobs 

by anything but first-class play. There
fore, his showing in his fourth and final 
Junior Championship became Mason 
Rudolph's poorest. 

In the meantime Tommy Jacobs, Mon-
tebello, Cal., had been doing a little giant-
killing on his own behalf and in the fourth 
round knocked out another red-hot favor
ite in the powerful young Orlando, Fla., 
golfer, Don Bisplinghoff. Unlike Billy 
Ford, Tommy Jacobs continued his win
ning ways and playing steady, sound golf, 
finished off all his remaining matches by 
comfortable margins to become the fourth 
holder of the title. Since Tommy is only 
16, for the second year a junior cham
pion will be eligible to defend his title. 

Most of those who survived to the later 
rounds were experienced in previous 
Championships • several like Billy Wolfe. 
Capitol View, Md., having played all four 
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One of the newcomers whose perform
ance was impressive and who was a great 
favorite with the gallery was John Parker, 
from Tulsa, Okla. 

It will be recalled that this is only the 
second year the Junior Championship has 
been conducted by a separate Committee. 
Last year at Denver there were five mem
bers of this new Committee at the Cham
pionship. This year at Champaign there 
were eleven on hand and there was much 
enthusiasm displayed by all of those in 
attendance. The promotion of Junior ac
tivities was discussed informally during 
the day and three night meetings of the 
Committee were held. 

Everyone Can Help 
The USGA does not conduct a Junior 

Championship for the mere purpose of 
awarding a title. The USGA's main pur
pose in the conduct of a Championship 
for boys and in the promotion of junior 
activities lies solely in the development 
of the game of golf along healthy and 
constructive lines. In this program we 
need the help and support of all lovers 
of the game. 

A player who had competed in two 
previous Junior Championships ap
proached an official on the 9th green with 
this question: "If my ball moves in a 
bunker after I have taken my stance but 
before I touch anything with my club, is 
there a penalty?" The answer was, of 
course, yes, whereupon the player turned 
to his opponent and said: 

(Continued on Page 22) 

Briefing for the Junior Amateur Championship 

Colonel Lee S. Read, of Louisville, Ky., whose unceasing efforts have developed 
for his section the biggest entry in the USGA Junior event in each of the four 
years it has been held, is briefing Kentucky's ten qualifiers for this year's 
Championship. The boys, kneeling, left to right, and their scores: Donnie Lee 
Robinson, Coral Ridge. 70; Dean Radtke. Lexington, 71; Bob Nichols, Louisville. 
71; Joe Breckel, Louisville, 72, and Bill Conliffe, Louisville, 74. Standing: John 
Churchman, Jr., Louisville, 75; Kennedy Engle, Lexington, 75; Eddie Kirby, 

Bowling Green, 76; Jack Norman, Bowling Green, 76, and Mike Dudley, 
Winchester, 76. 



22 USGA JOURNAL Ar*o TURF MANAGEMENT: SEPTEMBER, 1951 

H. A . Johnson 
H. M. Johnson 
J. H. Johnson 
Roy G . Jones 
M . Jorde 

K 
C. E. Kelhach 
J. Clarke <.-.-e 
J. S. Kant 
W . G. Keer.e 
O . O . Keiver 
O . O . Keiver, Jr. 
H. M . Kelley 
C. Kennedy 
Dr. D. Killoran 
F. N . Kimball 
J . S. Kimball 
R. Kimball 
W . Kirkpatrick 
Dr. W . Kneale 
A. R. Knight 
R. Knight 

L 
H. V . Langmaid 
J . Langmaid 
L. Leatherby 
J. J. Leonard 
L. B. Leonard 
F. Lewis 
L. H. Lindsay, Jr. 
E. W . Loveday , 
E. Lowry 
G. C. Lyon 

M 
G . MacDonald 
N . MacDonald 
L. MaeDoff 
W. H. Madden 
V. M a h a n 
G. P. Mann, Jr. 
H. Mart in 
H. F. Mart in 
I. Mar t in 
Dr. F. Mayo 
W. McCarfy 
Bruce N . McCormick 
W . McDonald, Jr. 
M. McGrath 
Dr. F. Mclntire 
W . Mcintyre 
C. A. McKenna 
Charles F. McKenna 
W . Meader 
F. Millspaugh 
A. F. Moore 
G. S. Moore 
A. S. Morrison 
Dr. R. Morrow 

C. F. Morse 
Dr. F. Morse, Jr. 
J. P. Morse 
F. L. Mower 
P. Mower 
D. Munsey 

N 
C. Nourse, Jr. 
C. B. Nowell 

o 
M. Ober 
Miss Patricia B. O'Sullivan 
A. J. Oxenham 

P 
Hazen Page 
Wil l iam Page 
Dr. A . P. Palmer 
W . Palmer 
A. D. Parker 
H. Parker 
H. C. Parker 

E. Parsons 
D. C. Percival 
R. W . Pope 
I. Potts 
H. A . Pratt 
Mrs. C. Proctor 

R 
Dr. G. Rafferty 
C. I. Rand 
R. Ray 
N. Raymond 
A. Reardon, Jr. 
E. Redfield, Jr. 
Tommy D. Redmond 
J. Reynolds, Jr. 
Clifford C. Rhein, Jr. * 
R. I. Richardson 
Dr. F. Ring 
Raymond F. Roberts 
Will iam H. 5. Roberts 
J. L. Robins 

B. T. Rogers 
T. W . Rogers 
Miss M. Ronan 
J. M. Rothwell 
T. C. Rowen 
F. J, Rudd 

s 
K. Sanderson 
D. Searle 
Will iam L. Shea 
F. Shepard 
L. Shildneck 
A. K. Smith 
C. F. Smith, Jr. 
Mrs. C. Fred Smith 

F. L. Smith 
H. C. Smith 
C. Soderberg 
H. Somers 
D. Streid 
H. D. Stephenson 
P. T. Stephenson 
J. Stien 
P. Stien 
A. H. Stiles, Jr. 
C. Sfockor, Jr. 
H. W . Stone 
Mrs. M. Stuart 
Mrs. A . J. Sweet 
H. P. Symmes 

T 
J. A . Templer 
W . TempJer, Sr. 
W . L. Temp!sr, Jr. 
Mrs. A . P. Thompson 
E. S. Thompson 
D. Thomson 
M. Thomson 
E. W . Tibbei's 
A. G . Tiemey 
S. Tredennick 
M. Tucker 

V 
H. Vaughan 
B. Viles 

w 
R. W a r d 
R. W a r d , Jr. 
C. Wareham 
J. Watson 
T. Welch 
E. C. Whitney 
R. Whiting 
A. G . Wigglesworth 
R. Wigglesworth 
Dr. A . T. Williams 
Dr. C. R. Williams 
R. L. Williams 
A. C. Wilson 
P. C. Wilson 
E. M. Winslow 
H. H. Winslow 
A. S. Wood * 
R. A. Wood 
Dr. C. A. Woodbury 
Dr. E. L. Woodman, Jr. 
R. H. Wyer 

z 
W. S. Zwicker 

CLUBS 
Century Country Club, N . Y. 

THE JUNIOR IS LOTS OF FUN a concession and even less often that the 
(Continued from PaKc 1U p I a ) e r m a L - e s fl c ] a j m | Q r h j s o p p o n e n t . 

"You see, you were wrong; there is a Perhaps it is the fact that these things 
penalty. Instead of my being one up do happen at a Junior Championship 
we are all even." which makes it a bigger event than even 

It is not often that the opponent refuses the Open. 


