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the genus Helotium. This genus is
closely related to Sclerotinia, the
genus to which the dollarspot or-
ganism has been assigned recently.
It is carried over from one season to
another in diseased seeds that fall to
the ground. In due time reproduc-
tive bodies are formed on these seeds
and spores are discharged into the air
and borne by the wind to the open
flowers of the ryegrass, where a new
infection is started. Later in the sea-
son reproductive bodies are formed in
the flowers first infected, and from
these other flowers are infected.
These later infections cause the most
trouble, since the seed are further
developed before infection and there-
fore appear heavy, plump, and sound,
although they may only germinate
20 percent. The disease apparently
does not have any deleterious influ-
ence on ryegrass which is not to be
used for seed production.

It appears that in certain cases the
fungus remains viable in seed stored
for 20 months. More information is
required on the time limit of the
survival of the fungus within in-
fected seeds and on conditions of
storage and of possible seed treat-
ment, as affecting the survival limit.
No satisfactory control measures
have yet been devised, but the au-
thors believe that the most hopeful
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line of attack is the breeding or se-
lection of resistant strains.

PREVENTABLE SABOTAGE

A saboteur caught in the act of
pouring sand into airplane motors
and thus reducing their efficiency by
as much as 10 percent would be
given maximum penalties under the
law and his arrest and conviction
would be dramatically told in head-
lines all over the country.

Yet, a recent case of damage to
airplane motors from preventable
dust reduced the motors’ efficiency
by 90 percent, required overhauls
costing $320,000 and will be re-
peated again and again on the na-
tion’s dirt-surfaced flying fields for
want of intelligent and relatively
inexpensive remedial steps.
the estab-
lishment of an advisory service and
research program on the culture of

The remedy lies in . . .

There is enormous
waste, failure to benefit from what
has been learned in grass culture

turf grasses.

and little or no success in making
the grass grow. Miniature “dust
bowls” are being created everywhere,
and new dangers are added to the
hazards of flight training because of
dust and mud that could be grass
covered. — Editorial, The Evening
Star, February 24, 1942.



