BERMUDA GRASS’ SEED

‘Thé necess1ty'for reseeding large areas of Bernuda grass turf
on Scuthern golf courses this spring ' raised ‘several questions as to the
relative speed ¢ f ‘germination cf the" crdlnary Bernuda grass seed as
cempared with seed frem which the hills have been rémoved. It hus - been
claimed that the ordinary sced is as much as three or four wecks slower
in germinating than is the dehulled seed of Bernuda grass. Such
differences would be of much 1mportance 1n reseedlng ‘Bermuda turf,

In order to ascertaln how much qulcker the dchulled seed |
weuld germinate, a test was ccnductud in’a grecnhouse in April under
faverable grewing conditions. Part of a lot of gcod Bérmuda seed was
dehulled mechanically. Equal weights frem each kind - of seed were
carefully weighed in duplicate and planted in boxes cf scil. Plantings
viere 21l made on April 8 and by ipril 16 a large number of sceedlings
viere shoving. On this and each succeedlng day untll April 28 the
secdlings were removed and ccunted, '

It was found that <pprqx1mately 50 per cent. mcre seedllngs
came up frem the samples of dehulled seed than from-the samples of the
ordinary seed during the pericd of 20 days that the ccunt was continued -
(887 and 885 for the tw- bexes of dehulled as agalnst 623 and 611 for

crdinary seed).

Seventy-eight per cent. of the seedlings from dchulled seed
appeared during the first 8 days, as compered with 46 per cent. from
the crdinary sceed. Hewever, from the comacn seed 77 per cent, cf the
seedlings appeared during the first 10 days.

From this particular test with a representatlve sanple cof
geod seed planted under favornble germinating conditicns; it would
appear that the dehulled (hulled) seed is two days quicker than the
ordinary (unhulled) sced of Bermuda grass. This under special
conditions nmay be an important difference. Since three~-fourths of
the ordinary seeds that germinated weré up in 10 days, the difference
in speed of germinaticn dur tc presence or absence cf hulls is not a
natter ¢f general impcrtance, In cocler, less favorable condltlons
the difference no doubt wuld be snmevhat greater.

hlthough the dehulled seed docs not gerninate much more
rapidly under favorable conditicns than dces the ordinary Bermuda grass
seed, it Has other advantages which justify a somewhat increcased price.
A much larger number of seedlings is cbtained from cach pound of seed
and also there are likely to be fewer veed seeds in a good grade of
dehulled seed than similar grages of ordlnary sbed.

CUT'JORLIS AND ARMY T'ORMS -

Cutworns arc naked cutcrpillars, ‘the larvae of nrght~f1y1ng
wvinged moths or "millers." They frequently uppeqr in greens during warm
weather to cut off small ~rcas of grass each night, nnking a blemished -
and un51phtly putting surface, Usuclly the cutworn hides during the
day in a burrow which mhy be marked at either end by the closely-cut
almost scalped patches,
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