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WINTLR INJUPY TO TURF

Forthern Courses: The exceptionally cold weather this wrinter
vnich prevailed for long periods over much of the country has caused
considerable concern among golf course officials as to the likelihood
of damage to turf,

v The cowmmoin grasses used on golf courses in the liorth are
rarely killed by cold weathers Therefore, -even the unusuzlly low
temperatures of recent months have in all probability not injured
northern golf turf,

The esxtensive and heavy bloniet of spow that covercd nost
of our northern stotés” did, hovever, provide conditions favorable for
the development of snowmold in mony sections., This type of .injury is
discussed in a seouratic article belovw,

The extremely cold weather in sections where there was little
snow covering resulted in freezing the ground to unusual depths. Freez-
ing of this type, contrary to popular belief, docs not kill our common
northorn turf grasses. On the contrary, freczing of the soil has a
decidedly beneficial offcet from the grass standpoint,

Some golf ¢lub officials have entorteined the hope that the
vnusually scvere winter may have done great damage to the various pests
of golf turf., Unfortunatcly, therec is slim evidence to justify oncourage-
nent of that hope. No doubt all the little bugs and the fungi that cause
discasvs of Turf during the playing scoson will bo ready when the time
comes to tece up for the usuzxl sumaer's mobch aguinst the greenkeeper and
his tcamm,.

Injury to turf often occurs whon ice forms in pools of water
collected in poorly druined arcas. This type of injury is expected to
be less than that which occurs in years of freguent thaws. However,
some or such damage may still develop on northern courses.

Souther: Courses: Southern golf clubs, particularly those along
the northern vorder ot the Bermude grass belt, are likoly to find that
the unusually cold wenther this winter has killed much of the Bermuda
grass. This injury is likely to be most common in turf that is kept cut
close, as in the putting greoens ond the tees. Fortunctely, in many
sections the grass vias protected from the most intonse cold by o blanket
of snow,




Clubs located irn the regions wiere unusually cold woather
preveiled vithout snow protection should be prepared to do extensive
roseeding as soon as it-is evidont how much of the Bermuda grass has
been killed,

in early application of. fertilizer will prove of much value
in thickening the 1n3uryd Bernuda gross whore the damage has not been
severe cnough to require resceding. Light discing with the discs set
as straight as possible, followed by dragging with a brush-harrow or

other -sunoothing deviece .and.then rolling; will also serve to- spued.
recovery.

SKOVKOLD DIS

) It is likely thot the injury from snowmold on golf courses
will be far .nore extensive this year thon it has bucn for severczl
years. It has occurred this year on courses ruch faorther-south tha
where it is commonly found., The continuous cold no doubt prevented
fur greater damage to turf thon nmight have oecurred had thore been
the customary prolounged and graducl thnws during the winver. If
ground ic well fwozern when the first snow arrivis =nd the snow melts
little during the winter, the'snowiold has almost no opportunity to
develop. Therefore, courses where this condition prevailed in
general have suffered litvle from this discase this yenr,

In some sections of the country snow fell before the ground
was frozen and the subsecquont heavy falls served to insulate the zround
from the extreme cold, wwith the result that the temperature at the
surfnce of the soil was suificiently high to perrit the mold to develop.
This was particularly the case under hoovy drifts of snow. In such
instonces snovmold injury has beon commorn,

In the ecace of many courses covercd for a long period with
a hO"Vy blonket of spow, tho cold weather continued until the ropid
thaw in late Fobrua ry. This thaw removed practieally =11 of the snow
within a period of a few days, which permitted tho diseasc too short
a time to develop any serious turf injury.

Vhere all the snow did not disdppoar promptly curing this
thaw, there has been far morc injury since snovinold is decidedly
encouraged by gradual theowing.

Seaside bent as usual has been injured by snownold "in a
genoral way far more soriously than have been the other bent grasses
grown on jolf courses.

At the time this is written the full cxtent of the damage
from snovmold cannot be determined, The disease may develop for
several more weeks under favorcble climatic conditions,

Treatment for Snovmold; In many instonces the turf has becn
cormpletely killed in patches and these arsas should be patched as
early in the spring os possible. If this is impracticnl, the dead
areas should be raked or disced lishtly and seeded =s soon as possible.




